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? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant

man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his

shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do,

[even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the

morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him

beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current

of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..89. Firous

and his Wife dclxxv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken

into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came

up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me.

Then I left him and went away from him..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and

corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely

woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and

questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?"

asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I

desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we

came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage."

Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused

and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune."

Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her,

though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how

much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Lavish of House and

Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart

to solace still it wrought..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice

revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth

unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew

that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a

sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load

of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a

second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he

would not sell but at the price of dried figs..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that

hight.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took

the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her,

'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening

and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?'

Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it]

and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor

entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and

looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he

caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited

him..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By

Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and

accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light

matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion

had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he

had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived

me not.".32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad

in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five
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hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night

of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on

her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..109.

Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers

(213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself

upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and

Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this

place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread

[the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats

and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after

which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with

all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things

dcccxci.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.So she arose and returned to her

house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this

knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous

beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the

burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him

grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass

on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place

and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat

down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the

night.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever

my wakeful lids would flee..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders

of the clay..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted

Springs dlxxxii.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to

the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other]

men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to

lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and

when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over

walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his

night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his

case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him

and brought him off alive..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed

upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a

messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his

governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father

hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to

thy father.'.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me;

so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked

and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we

had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet,

overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and

espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for

lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range

of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and

scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself

down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them

with my story..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that

flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Now she had brought to the pavilion
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aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion

and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious

stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment

till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between

me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy

secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".? ? ? ? ? She comes in a

robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the

Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the

letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is

this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his

kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a

huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right

hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal,

tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and

whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth

to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214)

possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!"

And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and

understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth

and right for themselves.'.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His

ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them

to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an

arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon

the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in

concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should

be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers

marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten

thee should be thy son.'.The Seventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Kohl

(159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.On like wise, O king," continued

the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit

me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and

endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".Nor," added

the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer

than this and more delightsome.".?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.When she

had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.'

'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and

saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls

and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es

Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar

possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the

head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays

wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to

describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes

What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story

dccccxxx.On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved

leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She

bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the

king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought

me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am

a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God
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hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no

governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I

will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your

kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he

marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233)

Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the

man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise.

Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to

the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth

that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared

him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused

against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute,

and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire,

for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the

pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ?

? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..The old man betook

himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which

when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she

bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved

him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were

satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven,

from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me

and I follow aye..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly

land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its

throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going

down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and

fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great,

wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her

sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how

dear.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they

departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I

have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted

it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to

death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then

raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make

haste to put me to death.".Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which

Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection

of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged

with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook

to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings

is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God

the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and

four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey

my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without

fear,.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..The Eleventh Night of the

Month..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..When the king heard his

vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there
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till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.When Sindbad the Sailor

had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in

the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or

undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone

of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered

grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put

away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days

in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.The king read the letter

and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs

must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned

her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the

most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his

sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged

and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)

Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and

she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that

be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to

anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..Peace on

you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik,

"On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..Then, in his anger, he

walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of

the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so

they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou

hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.'

Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious.

Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do

my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built

[therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..On this

wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all

who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of

them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in

to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down

upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves

before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding

continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Presently, up

came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.'

'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this;

wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not

urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor

a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he

gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among

the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft

speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion

and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and

pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I

talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I

will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.When El Abbas heard these words from

the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company

with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the
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bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind

them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down

upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight,

she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the

ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".The zephyr's sweetness

on the coppice blew, ii. 235..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl

ccclxxxiii.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he

was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke

it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to

weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should

come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my

esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of

good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and

mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her

redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.After this, news

came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold,

they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when

they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will

present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we

possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them

all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying,

'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of

peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy

friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what

they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and

lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his

custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they

talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand

alike.'".The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a

certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on

along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus

till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave

him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out

homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his

hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in

quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my

travail and weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.? ? ? ? ?

b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far

away must hie,."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for

a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off.

Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on

the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my

knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this

world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the

world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it

pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.79. Khusrau and Shirin

and the Fisherman cccxci.48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it

And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no

knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in

device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying
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of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..Then he returned to the city and forgot the

youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy

servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded

the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By

thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of

him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Then she sent to

acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then,

hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou

sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When

the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou

Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of

ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding,

(123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his

master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death;

but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then

he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine

ambassador.'.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad

and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age,"

answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour,

because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King

Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my

mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that

there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd

embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank,

unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid,

[his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a

burying-place there..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had

troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor

of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his

subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.70.

Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my

frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and

minstrels am I;.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the

lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than

this..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a

fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her

strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel,

who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me

that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and

the, ii. 195..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down

from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted

each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas

bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the

highest worship and glory.
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