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? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? To me

your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS

VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153)

when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his

knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied

the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid

succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the

divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage

of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took

the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded

to-day..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and

hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry

plight..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..Money-Changer and

the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my

presence owns me white as snow..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..?

? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's

gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment

on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin,

doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of

understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of

stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king;

and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Governor,

Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the

ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall

betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till

he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him

and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a

labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a

ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease

in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom

of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well.

Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;

whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken

cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,

and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in

beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On

this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from

him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the

vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE

KING..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was

blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit,

where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of

water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty

running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water

and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ?

Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).The money-changer thought

they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited
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their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the

market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said

and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand

and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting

the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..?

? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my

stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..?STORY OF THE RICH

MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them

with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised

upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most

High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his

vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From

all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.141. Haroun er Reshid and the

Arab Girl dclxxxv.When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing

them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had

done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them

that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They

approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news

abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the

troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him

and the governance of the realm..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Now it chanced that a

camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set

out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of

her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate

place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband

and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But

she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal

compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done

me a kindness.'.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.So they carried him

into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of

Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made

a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of

his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in

the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth

nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of

my intent.".? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us

plight..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented

towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply

I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there

met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow,

for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him,

'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on

account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.'

Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day!

How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136.."Away with him from me! Who is at

the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following

verses:].When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of

the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him,

salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still

minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making
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myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he

will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me

aught..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst

was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told

the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the

dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and

prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may

Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out

for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..The Seventh Day..So saying, he left him

and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for

us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they

heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in

him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the

money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye

say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired;

but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and

went away from him and dispersed..(continued)..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that

we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ?

Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Favourite and her Lover,

The, iii. 165..Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).? ? ? ? ? When I recall the

season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the

place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their

grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine

honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said

and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her

deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will

know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will

kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?'

asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and

look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy

solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in

his own charms still drunken doth he fare..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to

her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh,

that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought

my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit,

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing,

she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy

singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.'

(226).When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The

dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the

dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that

wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me

up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..4. The

Three Apples xix.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of

gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art

the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story

dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you

remain..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND

HIS VIZIER..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.AND BOULAC

EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he
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bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he

passed the night and the ensuing day..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after

which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the

folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred

over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,

whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of

delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison

till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter,

marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his

purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related

to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not

[to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,'

and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had

turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk

returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that

He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".THE TWO KINGS

AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that

nothing may assain..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into

his affair.".149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben

Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art

thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then

said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we

fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture,

after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought

them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought

them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take,

eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about

upon the ground and laughing..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii.

192..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my

wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy

dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God

amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's

leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and

him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My

expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who

looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the

stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath

and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover,

[amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of

Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and

doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the

branches bend, what while the stars abide..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ?

And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..To return to King El Aziz.

When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long

and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make

ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be

admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants

and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad;
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nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called]

the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade,

broidered with pearls and jewels..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in

his Name ccvi.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his

empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the

vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly

to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had

done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..Poets, The Khalif

Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the

oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were

made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the

neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her

chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Then said he whom she had delivered from

torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when

she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude,

'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and

when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of

the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than

this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her

intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be

troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..Husband,

The Credulous, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.100. The Lovers of the

Benou Tai ccccx.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By

Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the

throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and

said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded

and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and

bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a

gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in

all manner ways.".Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.12. Asleep and Awake

cclxxi.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of

inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and

jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to

put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the

Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance

sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city;

and this is what befell me.'".The Fifth Night of the Month.The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof

herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the

gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of

perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most

solaceful of life till the morrow..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Some with religion themselves concern and make

it their business all, i. 48..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the

Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out

his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member

they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king

bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the

air..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Queen

Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured

deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the

island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the
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Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun

and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the

palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have

gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud.

Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw

that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the

earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,

from his back..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his

face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and

we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third

headsman..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to

them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was

this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and

her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he

found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen

Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.After this, the

authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour

with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great

while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed

aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost

thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought

myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a

man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the

fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take

the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin

and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten

my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's

testimony.".When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is

minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest

from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter

the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit

thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The

king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on

against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me

and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so

this talk may be estopped from us.'".One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the

full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and

she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after

her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I

abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming.

When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she

answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.Here Queen Es

Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather

together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in

less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away.

When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence.

Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter,

iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..When Sindbad the

Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an
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hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage.

So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont,

and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his

seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them

came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would

remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Arab of the

Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203.
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