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BLACK AS SOOT
? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..As for the
woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's
attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she
entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and
deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and
renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace.
Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity
and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth
and he loveth her.'.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case
bewray..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred
to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune
her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned
chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of
the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode
with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they
continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the
tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited
their riches..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I
to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE
TITHER..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and
he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there
remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more
extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".When a year had elapsed, there came to the
city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city,
the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who
bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal
up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his
day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one
of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the
tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at
the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode
confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy
thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and
when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the
Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? t. The two
Pigeons dxcvii.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him
what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them
up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and
disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this
plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had
never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive
Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him,
"Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the
treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So
Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is
accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold
to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away
his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people.
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When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the
ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying,
she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her,
"Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee
with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou
trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57)
And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..When
King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is
my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the
perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and
hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.The Eight
Night of the Month.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune
and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O
King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and
whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months
and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and
we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little
victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I
was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How
long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most
High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,
and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in
quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met
him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of
God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a
shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the
Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and
went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..Prisoner
and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds
of life nor when of death they're rent.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my
daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him
my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest
them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth
thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest
of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police
dccccxxx.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart
clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her,
'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how
canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is
indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee
and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he
[hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be
refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and
despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Thy letter reached me; when the words
thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman
had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case,
wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what
while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon,
understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..So, when they entered with the folk and had
prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute
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and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need."
And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them;
and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye
know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this
youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred
his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and
the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..? ?
? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.?OF DESTINY OR THAT
WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem
profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself
and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and
sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will
sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and
left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou
sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it
abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom
belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she
prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the
pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for
that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were
moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the
land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she
came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.The
Twenty-Third Night of the Month..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O
youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El
Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath
forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts
ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it
of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly
words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the
man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious
prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present
blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story.
So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake
wax on me night and day..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of
the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police,
who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth
the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said
not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my
lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee
and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the
Tortoises dccccxxiv.Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the
damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send
one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by
reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou
Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered,
'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN
BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's
son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his
servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
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Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a
father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.Merchants, The Sharper
and the, ii. 46..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek
handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto
two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and
semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her
mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and
attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..The Fifth Day.(When Shehriyar heard this, he said
in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel
from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare
Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he
knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said,
'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted
me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and
free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my
wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and
knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy
judgment and thy sight?".The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story
yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will
have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..73. The
Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and
cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in
to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?"
"Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the
chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a
fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the
king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any
the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.'Twere fitter and
better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..The Fourth Night of the Month..There came to a king of the kings, in
his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father
said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and
give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth
and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and
taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert
Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure
and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her
down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own
chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and
touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the
water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.So the
chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this
ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had
passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a
goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion
and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the
draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a
handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a
by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she
locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see
me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil,
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and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I
examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to
look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had
ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth
Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold.
So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her
master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and
went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy
story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.Now the merchant's wife aforesaid,
who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she knew that there
hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with thy case!
Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of
love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that
trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying,
"What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before
her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the
princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie
thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities,
For all things have an issue soon or late..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the
man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said
to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind
to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to
thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase
money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him
a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him
and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell
the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still
said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him,
'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and
exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.? ? ? ?
? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..117. The Righteousness of King
Anoushirwan cccclxiv.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and
sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer
than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers
working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou
with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave
him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg;
whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said
to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the
throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade
clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of
God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the
latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at
the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who
had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had
befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..To return to the
king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he
let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and
wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but
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saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him;
destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for
thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the
affair was forgotten..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should
prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat
and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them
in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the
commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank
of the Tigris..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show
them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the
palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she
[made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without
the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over
going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had
befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So
take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following
verses:.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad,
and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the
lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my
poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich
again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed
from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the
story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of
life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer
their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time
of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and
delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose
kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be
on you!].As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his
heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of
good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels
and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or
eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the
damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? In
every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;

black-as-soot.pdf
Page 6/6

