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Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been

mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed

and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out

and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King

Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting

Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee,

for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the

affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just

judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and

returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one

another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".As they were

thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great

banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge

with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed

Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God

to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and

dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law,

"What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's

brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi,

'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and

household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all

honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?'

asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and

take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).[Then they went up to the palace and] the

interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid

hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his

account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his

slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which

had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry

aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto

patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade

restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him,

"Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy

favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto

me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee

company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in

the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and

going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the

night..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to

him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for

delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they

come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and

rid the folk of thy prate.".When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done,

O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was

surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she

was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand,

She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For

sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..The Eleventh Night of the Month..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to
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the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So

let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they

came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let

one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a

man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent

speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O

my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh

answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the

following verses:.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's

palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of

the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time

in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.All who were

present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over

wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding

delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that

was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand

dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and

endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.159. The Man of

Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness

o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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