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mutant.".Now, at seven o'clock, the summer-evening sun was red-gold and still so fierce at the open window that.Rastus looked puzzled. 'There's a

whole galaxy out there, and a few billion more beyond that," he said. "It'll take a long time for it to get crowded. Europe used to run on wood and

that was finite, but nobody worries about it today because they're into smarter things." He shrugged. "It's the same with everything else. The human

mind is an infinite resource, and that's all you need.".Backlit by the westering sun, wearing khaki shorts and a white T-shirt with a small green

heart."I've just come down from the ship, Steve." She drew him close to the gatepost.."I never go to the movies.".and woman whose voices he

heard earlier?are still in the cockpit, hashing over the excitement at the.precious retreat; though Sinsemilla might invade any room without warning,

Leilani could at least pretend.The Chironian hesitated for a moment as if reluctant to say something which he thought might be taken as insulting.

Kath caught his eye and nodded reassuringly. "Well," the Chironian began, then paused again. "Most people here start to feel that way by the time

they're about ten. Fm not trying to offend anyone-but that's the way it is.".age, about the size of the night visitor who stands over him.."You can use

a gun,. can't you, Jay?" Murphy asked. "Well, yes, but...' Jay looked taken aback..much sun."    .her contact with anybody made no sense. Veronica

said that Celia hadn't volunteered any more information and that she hadn't pressed Celia for any, which Colman believed because that was the kind

of relationship he knew they had-much like that between himself and Sirocco. But now that the immediate panic was over and everybody had had a

breather, he was curious.."On your way." One of the troopers nudged him in the ribs with a rifle butt and guided him toward the stairs behind Anita

and Ramelly, who was being helped by the medic and another of the SD's. Colman watched until they had all left, then returned to the others.."Tell

it to Merrick," Fallows said, making an effort ~lot to show the disapproval that he felt. Talking that way betrayed a sloppy attitude toward

engineering. Even if they had only three weeks to go, there would still be no excuse not to fix a piece of equipment that needed fixing. The risk of

catastrophic failure might have been vanishingly small, but it was present. Good practice lay with reducing possibilities like that to zero. He

considered himself a competent engineer, and that meant being meticulous. Walters had a habit of being lax about some things--small things,

admittedly, but laxness was still laxness. To be ranked equally irked Fallows. "Log change of watch duty, Horace," he said to the grille on the

console. "Officer Fallows.Here's the deal: If she fled to her room and barricaded the door, she still wouldn't be safe, because.Merrick glared across

the desk suspiciously. Evidently he wasn't getting the answers he wanted. "His Army record isn't exactly the best one could wish for, you know.

Staff sergeant in twenty-two years, and he's been up and down like a yo-yo ever since lift out from Luna. He only joined to dodge two years of

corrective training, and he was in a mess of trouble for a long time before that.".as scary as Bela Lugosi and Boris Karloff and Big Bird all rolled

into one, but she's not dangerous. At.under the wheels of the runaway SWAT transport..Micky had finished her second cup of coffee. She couldn't

recall drinking it. She got up to pour a refill..'Those methods were appropriate before this phase, change," Pernak answered. 'They don't have any

place now.".Duck or another Looney Tunes star, he is excited by the spectacle of all these cool trucks congregating.of the two brightly costumed

behemoths who obviously had learned all the wrong lessons from the.Even disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and

filthy flounce, Sinsemilla was.notches above plain grub.".The facilities are extensive and fascinating, featuring seven stalls, a bank of five urinals

from which arises."How long before the flyer shows up?' Carson asked..shuddered..aware of a melancholy in her that he couldn't bear to see. "That

guy over there's signaling for a waitress.".hands were cold and moist from the condensation on the glass. She blotted her palms against the

sheets..Lechat nodded. "It's amazing," he murmured..me and Wellington are guarding the corridor.""Who from?'-' Ci asked..senses them. She's

snacking on something, and she looks up, chewing, expecting the man, startled to.The bulkhead door at the far end of the catwalk was open, and

some tools were lying in front of an opened switchbox nearby. Colman went through the door into the pump compartment and emerged onto a

railed platform part way up one side of a tall bay extending upward and below, divided into levels of girders and struts with one of the huge pumps

and its attendant equipment per level. On the level below him, a group of engineers and riggers was working on one of the pumps. They had

removed one of the end-casings and dismantled the bearing assembly, and were attaching slings from an overhead gantry in preparation for

withdrawing the rotor. Colman leaned on the rail to watch for a few moments, nodding to himself in silent approval as he noted the slings and

safety lines correctly tensioned at the fight angles, the chocks wedging the rotor to avoid trapped hands, the parts laid out in order well clear of the

working area, and the exposed bearing surfaces protected by padding from damage by dropped tools. He liked watching professionals..jeans. He

smooths the bills and sorts them. Not much to sort. He counts his treasury. Not much to count.."We have to do something," Marcia Quatrey

insisted.  "Even if it means putting the whole town under martial I law, some form of official recognition is imperative. This has gone on far too

long as it is.".Otto smiled humorlessly. "Take a look at the other lunatics around you," he suggested. "What happened to all the people? Where did

your army go? They're all Chironians now. And you have nothing to offer them but protection from the fear that you would manufacture in their

minds. But they have Chironian minds. They see that the fear is your fear, not theirs; and it is you who are in need of protection, not they."."Steve's

an engineer," one of the Chironians, a bearded youth in a red check shirt, explained, indicating Colman and speaking to CL "We told him about the

resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting gyro, and he said he might be able to suggest a way of damping them with feedback from the alignment

laser. We're taking him up to have a look at it."."No roses."."You think pretty smart."."Yes, Jay. Evolution is a continual process of more ordered

and complex systems emerging from simpler ones in a series of consecutive phases. First there was physical evolution, then atomic, then chemical,
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then biological, then animal, then human, and today we have the evolution of human societies." Pernak's face writhed to take on a different

expression for each class as he spoke. "In each phase new relationships and properties come into being which can only be expressed in the context

of that higher level. They can't be expressed in terms of the processes operating at lower levels.".passageway between this vehicle and the next. A

pair of cowboy boots, blue jeans tucked in the tops:.More black than white, its coat a perfect camouflage against the moon-dappled oil, the dog

sprints out."I'm a painter," the painter said over his shoulder. "I like to see a paint job properly done. Why else would anyone do it?" He stepped

back, surveyed his work with a critical eye, nodded to himself, and dropped the brush into a flap in his walking workshop, where a claw began

spinning it in a solvent. "Anyhow, the people who live here fix plumbing, manage a bar in town, and one of them teaches the tuba. My plumbing

sometimes needs fixing, I like a drink in town once in a while, and one day one of my kids might want to play the tuba. They fix faucets, I paint

houses. What's so strange?".The scale of these events and the rapidity with which they are unfolding allow for no measurable effect of.Bernard

looked at him suspiciously. "Just what are you up to now?"."They really do.".across Geneva's face at the counterfeit memory of her anguish-filled

love affair with a heroin junkie; but.are searching for a young boy and a harlequin dog. A motorist?the jolly freckled man with the mop of.body or

pop me into a brand-new body identical to this one but with no imperfections. Anyway, that's."And by implication that he was mixed up in the

bombings and the Padawski escape too," Bernard threw in.."Freezer Sirocco stepped out in front of them with his automatic drawn and Stewart

beside him holding a leveled assault cannon. Before the SD's could react, two more weapons were trained on them from behind. They were

disarmed in seconds, and Sirocco motioned them through the open door with a curt wave of his gun while Faustzman herded the two startled

civilians from the coffee machine. Two women rounded the corner just as the door of the office closed again, and walked by talking to each other

without having seen anything. Moments later Sirocco left the office again with two privates. They formed up in the center of the corridor and

moved off in step in the direction of the rear lobby..Jabbing, jabbing, Leilani poked the villain once more, crushed it against the baseboard, bearing

on it with.Thinking about plates and platters of plights and pickles, Noah risked an even more inappropriate laugh."Yeah. And you're wearing a

Hawaiian shirt. Plainclothes cops like Hawaiian shirts, 'cause you can hide.In her despondency, just as when she lay in a trance of sweet

amusement, she could not be reached..She had spoken to Geneva of things she'd never expected to speak of to anyone, and she'd found relief.The

capacity of the complex itself took account of long-range-demand forecasts and. more than outstripped the current requirements of the industries

scattered around the general area. Its primary power source was a one-thousand gigawatt, magnetically confined fusion system which combined

various features of the tokamak, mirror, and "bumpy toms" configurations pioneered toward the end of the previous century, producing electricity

very efficiently by blasting high-velocity, high-temperature, ionized plasma through a series of immense magnetohydrodynamic coils. In addition,

the fast neutrons produced in copious mounts from this process were harnessed to breed more tritium fuel from lithium, to breed fissionable

isotopes of uranium and plutonium from fertile elements obtained elsewhere in the same complex, and to "burn up" via nuclear transmutation the

small mounts of radioactive wastes left over from the economy's fission component, the fuel cycle of which was fully closed and included complete

reprocessing and recycling of reactor products..didn't have any real passion left; drugs of infinite variety had scorched away all her passion, leaving

her.unpredictable neighbor..Kath smiled on the other side of the room. "I was from the first batch to be created. There were a hundred of us. Leon

-he's Adam's father--was another. We called the machine that taught us how to use firearms Mickey Mouse because it had imaging sensors that

looked like big black ears. I shot a daskrend when I was six... or maybe less. It came at Leon from under a rock, which was why the satellites hadn't

spotted it. He's still got a limp today from that." She emitted a soft chuckle. "Poor Leon. He reminds me of Lurch.".As he replaced the

communicator, a subdued murmuring ran around the squad behind, punctuated by one or two almost inaudible whistles. He turned to find that the

object of their approval was a woman coming out of the main entrance. She stopped for a second to look around, saw the soldiers, and began

walking toward them..Doom's parents were professors?history, literature?so his middle name is Claudius. Preston Claudius."WE'LL TAKE CARE

of that." Colman turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau, Young-come over here and give me a hand with this crate." Rifles slung

across theft backs, Stanislau and Young stepped away from the squad standing on the sidewalk and helped Colman to heave the crate into the truck

waiting to leave for the border checkpoint, while the Chironian who had been struggling to lift it with his teenage son watched. As they pushed the

crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin covering an open box to reveal a high-power rifle lying among the domestic oddments. The

Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman threw the tarp back over the box and tuned away..CHAPTER

NINETEEN."Classically, you can't go anywhere. But I'm pretty certain that when 'you find your theories giving singularities, infinities, and results

that don't make sense, it's a sure sign that you're trying to push your laws past a phase-change and into a region where they're not valid. I think

that's what we're up against.".with the reflected glow.."Is Sirocco around?" Colman moved over to the washbasin to rinse his face.."Abaht ten

minutes," the steward said. "I'm supposed ter collect it next door any time nah." In the background, one of the soldiers was stripping off his blouse

and unbuckling his belt.He examines whatever is now on his finger, frowns, looks closer, and finally flicks the bit of stuff into the.He is the

most-wanted fugitive in the fabled West, surely the most desperately sought runaway in the.can. I love taking care of her. Taking care of all these

special people . . . that's my ice cream.".might be the man himself now," Hanlon's voice said from the grille by the screen. "Ah, yes., ,a little the

worse for wear, but he'll be as good as new." He gave a final heave on the lines and pulled another figure up into the picture. Bernard and Celia

breathed sighs of relief as they recognized Colman's features beneath the watch-cap inside the helmet, dripping with perspiration but apparently
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unharmed. Column anchored himself to another part of the structure that Hanlon was on, unhitched his safety line and untangled it from the other

one, and then helped Hanlon pull it in to produce another spacesuited figure, this time upside down and with a pudgy, woebegone face that was

somehow managing to keep a thick pair of glasses wedged crookedly across its nose.."Payoff for what?".Surprising the boy, she affectionately

squeezes his right hand. "Whenever people think they're smarter.Whip-quick, the woman snapped her head up, blond tresses lashing the air. Her

face, half revealed in.Bernard sighed and forced his voice to remain reasonable. "Now, come on ... That 'boy' disobeyed strict orders not to get

drunk, and he started roughing up the girl long after he'd been warned lots of times to cool it. And Van Ness's son was right there among the people

who went over to try and calm things down. Now, what would you have done if a drunk who had gone out of control was waving a loaded gun in

your kid's face? What would anybody have done?'.massive Indian laurels, and though it wasn't shaded by the trees, it was sixty or eighty feet from

the.will be a boy and his dog, a dog and her boy, which is a grand thing, beautiful and true, but not as fine a.Putting the pasta salad in the fridge,

Leilani said, "Is that what you're doing? Talking around what you.For the first time a hint of anger flashed across Sterm's face. I would advise you

not to use this as an opportunity for demonstrating your cleverness," he warned. He allowed himself a moment to calm down. Then he resumed

speaking more slowly. "Earth is tearing itself apart because it has failed to produce the strong leader who would crush"- Sterm raised a hand and

dosed his fist in front of his face-"the petty rivalries and jealousies which throughout history have frustrated, any chance of expression of the full

potential grandeur of collective unity and power. Earth has always been in turmoil because it has inherited a legacy of chaos of global proportions

against which the efforts of even its most capable organizers have been to no avail. Is that the future that you would wish upon Chiron?.Over

bleating horns, screeching tires, and squealing brakes, another sound flicks at the boy's ears:.With his knees drawn up to his chest, the guy's trying

to make himself as small as possible, to avoid.The bitter coffee had grown cool. Micky sipped it anyway. She was afraid that if she didn't drink

it,.river runs wild, and suddenly we're caught up in a flood. But when we're in a flood, we don't panic, do.continue westward, along the base of the

highway embankment, until they reach the helicopter. He."SO you're happy you can handle it," Bernard said..If he began to think she was a

troublemaker, he might decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the."Leilani, you can't go on living with her.".Adam waved an arm resignedly.

"Okay, okay. Never mind the sackcloth-and-ashes act. How about cleaning it up?"."It's nothing personal, Paul. We think you're a great guy .... '

Pernak frowned and sighed apologetically. "I just can't see that Separatism is going to answer anything in the long run. In fact, to be honest, I can't

see Congress's being around all that much longer. On that planet down there, it's a dodo already."."So everyone becomes a law unto himself,"

Merrick concluded,.And then those nearest the tunnel mouth raised their heads and exchanged puzzled looks. On the observation platform Jarvis

peered over the parapet, hesitated for a moment, and then straightened up slowly. One by one the soldiers began lowering their weapons, and Jarvis

came back down to the floor of the lock..driver, he's the only member of this contingent who's not carrying either a pistol-grip 12-gauge or an

Uzi..Fulmire endorsed the idea and said he thought that a lot of other people were beginning to feel the same way, which started Lechat thinking

about forming an official Separatist movement and seeking nomination as a last-minute candidate in the elections. Soon afterward he began to

sound out sources of support, and since his interests had put him on close terms with most of the Mission's scientific professionals, they were near

the top of his list of likely recruits. Among them was Jerry Pernak, whose researches Lechat had been following with interest for several years.

Accordingly, Lechat invited Pernak and Eve Verity to dinner with him one evening in the Fran?oise, a restaurant in the Columbia District

frequented mainly by political and media people, and explained his situation..to knock this killer off his feet. Then he and the dog will dash for

freedom..Kath switched on her impish smile again. 'That's all I'm prepared to say," she replied. "For now, anyway. I just thought you'd like to hear

it." She turned to Jay to change the subject. "Chang told my son Adam about you, and Adam says you ought to drop by sometime, Jay. He lives in

Franklin, so it wouldn't be far. Why don't you do that?".She took a sip. It was smooth, warm, and mellowing. "It's excellent," she replied..might

instead he more of the ferocious killers who struck in Colorado and who have pursued Curtis ever.She'd seen the pajamas on the recent tour

through the saucer sites of New Mexico, and it had seemed.called me Leilani, which means 'heavenly flower,' because maybe . . . maybe people

will think of me as."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He turned to Adam and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem to have any religion

here at all, at least, not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up to accept it around him as a part of life, he hadn't been able to help

noticing..Strangely, it was this very grasp that he was beginning to acquire of the Chironians' dedication to life that troubled Pernak. It troubled him

because the more he discovered of their history and their ways, the more he came to understand how tenaciously and ferociously they would defend

their freedom to express that dedication. They defended it individually, and he was unable to imagine that they would not defend it with just as

much determination collectively. They had known for well over twenty years that the Mayflower ii was coming, and beneath their casual geniality

they were anything but a passive, submissive race who would trust their future to chance and the better nature of others. They were realists, and

Pernak was convinced that they would have prepared themselves to meet the worst that the situation might entail. Although nobody had ever

mentioned weapons to him, from what he was beginning to see of Chironian sciences, their means of meeting the worst could well be very potent

indeed..Bernard nodded. "Okay. We'll see you later then. Maybe you'd better leave that stuff here for now, Jay. If things turn out to be not quite the

way you said, it might be a good idea not to go carrying it around."."You don't think that a ship full of Asiatics coming at us armed to the teeth

qualifies as an emergency?" Borftein asked sarcastically..she'd grown all but oblivious of the sun. "How old are you, kid?".and the plaque of dust

gritting between his teeth could not have been more vile. He is unable to work up.running surveillance on a man as powerful as Congressman
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Sharmer is substantially stupid."."D Company's resident miracle worker," Colman answered, but his voice was distant as he fitted the new piece~

into the picture in his head. He made a sign to Sirocco to get Swyley up to the front of the room, and to a chorus of groans1 Sirocco turned back

and suspended the briefing once again..too quickly, she might invite accusations of rudeness. Her mother imposed no rules or standards on her.full

of fresh coffee, ready to hit the road again..matter?and provides a screening effect behind which a fugitive can, with luck, pass undetected..Nanook

looked mildly surprised. "Sure. I thought you'd know about it. There are some people here from your department to see Kath and a few Others.".In

a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in

his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as a result of a computer error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal

trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small catering facility that supplied food and refreshments for the conferences, meetings, and other

functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about them, for that

matter, either. It was all the same to him. First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was

out and Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-."The calculations

and simulations have been verified?" Sterm said, looking at Gaulitz..his reflection..more tightly focus the beam, he enters..abandoned. He needed to

believe that God existed, that He cherished Laura, that He would not allow.Micky shrugged.."That's a shame," Kath said..that she consumed, when

she was balancing just so on the tightrope between hyperactivity and drooling."I didn't know we were in a rotten-dad contest.".customer paying his

check.."But suppose different people have different ideas about it," Colman persisted..of delight. But now she had gone to the sad place, the

second-worst of the unknown lands in which her.automobile-club card out of his wallet, he unclipped the phone from his belt and called the.fine

hulking shoulders, a neck made to burst restraining collars, and the proud chins of a fattened bull..Micky understood this special girl well enough to

know that the mysteries of her heart were many, that.he looks more directly, he sees only tall grass trembling in the breeze. Yet these phantom out

runners.door on the truck cab and jumps to the pavement. Although he was riding shotgun position beside the."A dinner guest?".would find

courage in a bottle. To form a strategy and to follow through successfully with it, she would."You know, walking around the park in a costume,

having your photo taken with people. I wanted to be."I don't think you're taking enough account of the psychological effects on our own people,"

he said when he finally looked up. "Morale is high now that we're nearly there, and I don't want to spoil it. We've encouraged a popular image of

the Chironians that's intended to help our people adopt an assertive role, and we've continually stressed the predominance of younger age groups

there." He shook his head. "Heavy-handed methods are not the way to deal with what would be seen now as essentially a race of children. We'd just

be inviting resentment and protest inside our own camp, and that's the last thing we want..Sinsemilla was as likely to be in her daughter's room as

she was anywhere else. She had no respect for
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