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AT SCHOOL   ON THE JOB
This baffled Junior. To the best of his recollection, during the weeks that Seraphim had come to him for physical therapy, she had never mentioned

an older sister or any sister at all..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking one-just

one-refreshingly repellent canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for real art and the vicious emotional whirlpool

of despair and disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope, surrounded by people who seemed to like

everything from the paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent even one day of their lives brooding about

the inevitability of nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and he felt more

alone and threatened than eyeless Samson chained in Gaza..He knew the sermon, of course. The example of Bartholomew. The theme of

chain-reaction in human lives. The observation that a small kindness can inspire greater and ever-greater kindnesses of which we never learn, in

lives distant both in time and space..The voice had come not from the armchair in the corner, but from immediately beside the bed.."-though this

Tom now has a rhinoceros-smacked face, this other Tom, in his own world, has an ordinary face. Poor him, so ordinary.".Vanadium clearly spent a

lot of time in the kitchen; it was the only room in the house that felt comfortable and lived-in. Lots of culinary gadgets, appliances. Pots and pans

hanging from a ceiling rack. A basket of onions, another of potatoes. A grouping of bottles with colorful labels proved to be a collection of olive

oils..BARTY TODDLED, Barty walked, and ultimately Barty carried a pie for his mother on one of her delivery days, wary of his balance and

solemn with responsibility..Nolly, Kathleen, and Sparky had prepared him for Industrial Woman, but when the flashlight beam flared off her

fork-and-fan-blade face, Vanadium twitched in fright. Without fully realizing what he was doing, he crossed himself..On the back of the watch

case, however, were the incriminating words of a commemorative engraving: To Eenie/Love/Tammy Bean..If magic explained the jacks on Friday

evening, maybe it was the dark variety of magic. Maybe he shouldn't be endeavoring to summon, once more, whatever spirit was responsible for

the four knaves..The beetle-green Pontiac waited in the driveway, with a shine that tempted nature to throw around some bad weather. Joey always

kept a spotless car, and he probably wouldn't have had time to earn a living if he had resided in some shine-spoiling climate rather than in southern

California..Ever the romantic, he wanted to surprise her. Voila! Flowers, wine, and moi. Since their electrifying connection in the hospital, she had

been yearning for him; but she wouldn't expect a visit for a few weeks yet. He was eager to see her face brighten with delight..She started to get up

from the chair behind the desk, but he encouraged her to stay seated..As woe begone a widower as anyone could expect, Junior spent every night

home alone. By Sunday, he'd slept without companionship eight nights since being discharged from the hospital..Then Agnes said, "Well, it's clear

to me that you won't be able to talk out your life in just one year. Should be a two-year grant."."May 14, 1845, in Canton, China, a theater fire

killed sixteen hundred seventy. On December 8, 1863, a fire in the Church of La Compana, in Santiago, Chile, left two thousand five hundred and

one dead. One hundred fifty perished in a fire at a Paris charity bazaar: May 4, 1897. June 30, 1900, a dock fire in Hoboken, New Jersey, killed

three hundred twenty-six. . .".At the farthest end of the loft from the stereo speakers, voices nevertheless had to be raised in even the most intimate

exchanges. The artist who had created In the Baby 's Brain Lies the Parasite of Doom, Version 6, however, possessed a voice as deep, sharp-edged,

and penetrating as his talent..The past three years had given Wally much to celebrate, as well. After selling his medical practice and taking an

eight-month hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long, he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to a pediatric

clinic each week, providing care to the disadvantaged. He'd worked hard all his life, and saved diligently, and now he was able to focus solely on

those activities that gave him the greatest gratification..When he reported for a physical and a reassessment of his draft classification, on

Wednesday, December 15, he left the insert in his hitching shoe; however, he limped like old Walter Brennan, the actor, hitching around the ranch

in The Real McCoys..Rena laughed. "Oh, but true! And not just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt, which shimmered like

cascades of falling petals. "So tonight will be a famous night, Celestina.".By the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would

have won the sympathy of Knacker, Hisscus, Nork, and everyone else who might have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps

even Thomas Vanadium would find his suspicion worn away..She wanted so badly to believe, to see her son made whole again, and the funny

thing was that she could believe, and without emotional risk, because it was true.."As long as the case was open and you were the sole suspect,"

said the lawyer, "they couldn't negotiate an out-of-court settlement with you. But they were afraid that if eventually they couldn't prove you killed

her, then they'd be in an even worse position when a wrongful death suit finally went before a jury."."I know how to build boats, how to sail

boats."."Holding fast to the boy's right foot, Jacob observed that one elevator might descend safely but that if they took two, one or the other was

certain to crash to the bottom of the shaft, considering the unreliability of all machinery made by man..It could only be made better by the presence

of her parents. They had planned to fly down to San Francisco this morning, but late yesterday, a parishioner and close friend had died. A minister

and his wife sometimes had duties to the flock that superseded all else..Junior forgot all about seduction. "And she--what?--She adopted her sister's

baby?".NED--"CALL ME NEDDY'--Gnathic was as slim as a flute, with a flute-quantity of holes in his head from which thought could escape

before the pressure of it built into an unpleasant music within I his skull. His voice was always soft and harmonious, but frequently he spoke

allegro, sometimes even prestissimo, and in spite of his mellow tone, Neddy at maximum tempo was as irritating to the ear as bagpipes bleating out

Bolero, if such a thing were possible..Even as the morning matured, the fog and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St.
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Mary's. Shadows flourished.."That's exactly how I hoped he would be." Relieved, he followed Agnes to the living room. "Listen, Aggie, you know,

I don't have anything against Jacob, but-".Airborne, Phimie complained of ringing in her ears, which might have been related to the flight. She also

suffered an episode of double vision and, in the airport after landing, a nosebleed, which appeared to be related to her previous symptoms..She

figured that she could stay home, devoting herself to Barty, for perhaps three years before she would be wise to find work..From these ominous

spatters, several fibers bristled, having stuck to the pewter when the drizzle was still wet. They appeared to be human hairs..The hum, the buzz, the

rattle, the grinding of machinery, power tools. Sheet steel and tougher structural steel snarling against the teeth of a metal-cutting saw..At worst,

Vanadium might begin to wonder if Junior had a link to Seraphim, might uncover the physical-therapy connection, and in his paranoia, might

erroneously conclude that Junior had something to do with her traffic accident. That was nuts, of course, but the detective was evidently not a

rational man..Lowering his surgical mask, Dr. Lipscomb approached Celestina, where she stood with her back pressed to the wall..By the time this

operation concluded and the sulphurous Mr. Cain was brought to some form of justice, Simon might have spent twenty or twenty-five percent of

the fee that he'd collected from the liability settlement in the matter of Naomi Cain's death. The attorney put a substantial price on his dignity and

reputation..And suddenly Celestina believed that Bellini was a cop, not because his voice contained such authority, but because her heart told her

that the time had come, that the long-anticipated danger had at last materialized: the dark advent that Phimie had warned her about three years

ago.."That was five years ago. After more surgeries than I care to remember, I was left with these." He raised his goblin hands again. "There's pain

in humid weather, less when it's dry. I can take care of myself, but I'll never be a card mechanic again ... or a magician."."Go home. Sleep," he said.

"You'll be no help to your sister if you wind up a patient here yourself.".In the living room stood a Christmas tree, and under the tree lay prettily

wrapped presents. Junior enjoyed opening all of them, but he didn't find anything he wanted to keep..1969 through 1973: the Year of the Rooster,

chased by the Year of the Dog, followed fast by the Pig, faster by the Rat, with the Ox passing in a stampede pace. Eisenhower dead. Armstrong,

Collins, Aldrin on the moon: one giant step on soil untouched by war. Hot pants, plane hijackings, psychedelic art. Sharon Tate and friends

murdered by Manson's girls seven days before Woodstock, the Age of Aquarius stillborn, but the death unrecognized for years. McCartney split,

Beatles dissolved. Earthquake in Los Angeles, Truman dead, Vietnam sliding into chaos, riots in Ireland, a new war in the Middle East,

Watergate..Junior could only imagine how flattered Victoria would be to receive the attentions of a twenty-three-year-old stud, flattered and

grateful. When he contemplated all the ways she could express that gratitude, there was barely enough room behind the wheel of the Suburban for

him and his manhood.."If Phimie wasn't here," Celestina said, "and then she came back, she was somewhere during that minute, wasn't she?".After

much oily commiseration, sanctimonious babble about Naomi having gone to a better place, and insincere talk of the government's desire always to

ensure the public safety and to treat every citizen with compassion, Knacker or Hisscus, or Nork, finally got around to the issue of

compensation.."Too bad. You might have used that to bargain with.".Barty followed the movement of her hand, raised his gaze to her eyes,

hesitated, and then said questioningly, "No pie?"."Well, you're sweet, aren't you? And you're all bright red on the outside and milk chocolate

inside," Celestina said, gently tweaking the girl's light brown nose..Antihypertensive drugs were administered intravenously, and Phimie was

confined to bed, attached to a heart monitor..The afternoon was winding down, and the lowering sky seemed to be drawn steadily toward the earth

by threads of gray light that reeled westward, ever faster, over the horizon's spool. The air smelled like rain waiting to happen..A lamp with a

fringed silk shade spread small feathery wings of golden light over one corner of the living room. On the coffee table were three decorative

blown-glass oil lamps, ashimmer.."We want the scary one, 'specially if it has spiders, Pixie Lee said squeakily but defiantly..If the state police did

get involved, and even if they found evidence that the accident was staged, they would most likely point the finger of blame at the man for whom

Victoria had been preparing dinner..'She didn't reach into your thoughts and pluck out the name Rowena. Or Beezil or Feezil.'.At Thanksgiving

dinner, again at the three tables set end to end, in the year of the triple zero, Mary Lampion, now fourteen years old, made an interesting

announcement over the pumpkin pie. In her travels where none but she could go, after seven fascinating years of exploring a fraction of all the

infinite worlds, she said she sensed beyond doubt that, as Barty's mother had told him on her deathbed, there is one special place beyond all the

ways things are, one shining place.."Uncle Edom. Uncle Jacob. Aunt Maria. So I can remember faces after ... you know.".Each booth was at a large

window, and each window provided a view of the street. Vanadium wasn't out there, watching from the sidewalk, either: no glimpse of his pan-flat

face shining in the December sun..So here it came again, the hateful past, returning when Junior thought he was shed of it. This tall, lanky,

Celestina-humping son of a bitch, guardian of Bartholomew, had driven away, gone home, but he couldn't stay in the past where he belonged, and

he was opening his mouth to say Who are you or maybe to shout an alarm, so Junior shot him three times..For eight nights thereafter, Agnes

padded the floor with folded blankets on both sides of the boy's bed, insurance against a middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth morning, she

discovered that Barty had returned the blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten them. They were not jammed haphazardly on the shelves-the

sure evidence of a child's work-but were folded and stacked as neatly as Agnes herself would have stored them.."That's kind of you," Panglo

stammered, "but I have little time for reading, very little time.".A dumpster and a dead musician had humbled him as thoroughly as he had ever

been humbled before, as completely as violent nervous emesis and volcanic diarrhea had humbled him, and he had no tolerance for being humbled.

Humility is for losers..SERAPHIM AETHIONEMA WHITE was nothing whatsoever like her name, except that she had as kind a heart and as

good a soul as any among the hosts in Heaven. She did not have wings, as did the angels after which she had been named, and she couldn't sing as
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sweetly as the seraphim, either, for she had been blessed with a throaty voice and far too much humility to be a performer. Aethionema were

delicate flowers, either pale-or rose-pink, and while this girl, just sixteen, was beautiful by any standard, she was not a delicate soul but a strong

one, not likely to be shaken apart in even the highest wind..They wanted to go up to Barty's room, but she refused them, because there was nothing

more they could do for the boy than they had done for her. "He wants to finish reading Starman Jones, and I'm not letting anything interfere with

that. We're leaving for Newport Beach at seven in the morning, and you can see him then.".Vanadium was dead. Pounded with pewter and sunk in

a flooded quarry. Gone forever..A sense of mystery overcame Agnes, unnerving but not entirely or even primarily unpleasant.."I'm not. I'm just

going to be the conscience that Enoch Cain seems to have been born without.".He wanted Celestina to sit in her seat and use her lap belt, but she

insisted on cuddling next to him, as if she were a high-school girl and he were her teenage beau..a scene out of a movie about Robin Hood: a battle

with cudgels on a slippery log bridge over a river. "Yes. I ... I'm still soaked with sweat.".ice bags. I almost laughed at his tendency to morbidness

and self dramatization. The living dead had not come to get him: just some rubber ice bags..tasteful hint of it was on display; nothing about this

beauty could be called cheap..From the chair in the comer, where Agnes sat, it seemed that Joshua took an inordinately long time on what was

usually a quick examination. Worry so weighed on her that the physician's customary thoroughness seemed, this time, to be filled with dire

meaning..Later, in early '66, out of his coma and recovering sufficiently to have visitors, Vanadium spent a most difficult hour with his old friend

Harrison White. Out of respect for the memory of his lost daughter, and not at all out of concern for his image as a minister, the reverend had

refused to acknowledge either that Seraphim had been pregnant or that she'd been raped-although Max Bellini had already confirmed the pregnancy

and believed, based on cop's instinct, that it had been the consequence of rape. Harrison's attitude seemed to be that Phimie was gone, that' nothing

could be gained by opening this wound, and that even if there was a villain involved, the Christian thing was to forgive, if not forget, and to trust in

divine justice..When together in Agnes's company, Edom and Jacob were brothers, comfortable with each other. But together, just the two, no

Agnes, they were more awkward than strangers, because strangers had no shared history to overcome..Incredibly, the thief left behind the most

valuable items: the collection of hardcover first editions of Caesar Zedd's complete body of work. The box stood open, its contents having been

explored in haste, but not a single volume was missing..Agnes, who inherited the property, would have welcomed her brothers in the main house.

Although both were willing to visit her for an occasional dinner or to sit in rocking chairs on the porch, on a summer night, neither could abide

living in that ominous place..This was tedious work and might cot bear fruit. He needed to begin somewhere, however, and the telephone directory

was the most logical starting point..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes

arranged to have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions..In

Room 724, standing alone at her sister's bedside, watching the girl sleep, Celestina told herself that she was coping well. She could handle this

unnerving development without calling in either of her parents..Instead of staring at Barty directly, he watched Angel as she studied the eyeless

boy. She had exhibited no horror at the concave slackness of his closed lids, and when one lid fluttered up to reveal the dark hollow socket, she

hadn't shown any revulsion. Now she moved closer to Barty's chair, and when she touched his cheek, just below his missing left eye, the boy didn't

flinch in surprise..Words eluded him again, and he surveyed the coffee shop, as if someone might step forward to speak for him. He realized people

were staring, and embarrassment drew a tighter knot in his tongue..Now, if Victoria reported to Vanadium that Junior had shown up at her door

with a red rose and a bottle of Merlot and with romance on his mind, the demented detective would be on his ass again for sure. Vanadium might

think that the nurse had misinterpreted the business with the ice spoon, but the intent in this instance would be unmistakable, and the crusading

cop-the holy fool-would never give up..scraps of night that have lingered long after dawn dart agitatedly in and out of the tree, from branch to

branch,.just as Sinatra broke into song again, Junior thought he heard a footstep on the wood floor of the hallway, and the creak of a board. The

music masked the sounds of the visitor's approach if, indeed, he was approaching..'Miss White," he continued, still facing the window, "not long

before you arrived in surgery this morning, your sister died on the table. We hadn't delivered the baby yet, and perhaps couldn't have done so, by

cesarean, in time to prevent brain damage, so for both the sake of the mother and child, heroic efforts were made to bring Phimie back and ensure

continued circulation to the fetus until we could extract it.".Agnes could not bear to watch Maria sewing. The light no longer stung, but her new

future,.To his surprise, when Naomi expressed an interest in romance, Junior was a bull again. He would have thought he had left his best stuff at

Reverend Harrison White's parsonage..Neither of them needed to confirm their mutual attraction with even so much as an additional nod or a smile.

Victoria knew, as he did, that their time would come, when all this current unpleasantness was I behind them, when Vanadium had been thwarted,

when all suspicion had been forever laid to rest..Because she'd enjoyed some limited use of her right arm, it was less wasted than her left, although

not normal. Paul pulled down that sleeve of her pajamas..Her strength was the strength of stones only in the sense that she felt as immovable as

rock, yet she found the resources to raise one arm, to place her left hand over Maria's bead-tangled fingers. "But the baby's dead.".And in time, the

surgeon did appear, bearing the good news that neither of the malignancies had spread to the orbit and optic nerve, but he had no greater miracle to

report.."I'm not saying there's anything wrong with it, you understand," Neddy whispered with a sort of fierce conciliation, "but I'm not gay, and

I'm not interested in teaching you the piano or anything else. Besides, after the stories Renee told about you, I can't imagine why you think any

friend of his ... hers would get near you. You need help. Renee is what she is, but she's not a bad person, she's generous and she's sweet. She doesn't

deserve to be beaten, abused, and ... and all those horrible things you did. Excuse me.".This morning, as Barty stood to one side listening, his
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mother asked Maria for poems by Emily Dickinson..Barty wore elfin-size, knitted blue pajamas complete with feet, white rickrack at the cuffs and

neckline, and a matching cap. His white blanket was decorated with blue and yellow bunnies..Junior said nothing. He was still upset with Naomi

for hiding the pregnancy from him, but he was delighted that the baby would have been his. Now Vanadium couldn't claim that Naomi's infidelity

and the resultant bastard had been the motive for murder.."I didn't know it myself till I realized I was right in your neighborhood. I assumed your

mother and Angel would be here, and I hoped you might be. If I'm intruding-".Rubbermaid container from his own pantry. Junior would never

again use it to store leftover soup..Glancing at the plump pie in Edom's hands, the gentleman replied to Agnes in a musical yet gravelly voice

worthy of Louis Armstrong: "You must be the lady Reverend Collins told me about.".Maria Gonzalez arrived with her daughters, and while it was

natural for Angel to be drawn to the company of older girls, she had no interest in anyone but Barty.."I said it didn't work that way, and it doesn't.

Yet ... I don't actually walk in those other worlds to avoid the rain, but I sort of walk in the idea of those worlds. . . ."."You're the one who said your

cold's just here. Maybe it stays in the kitchen, hoping it'll get a piece of pie.".Yet he didn't fault himself for a lack of sensitivity. He'd met this

woman only once before. He wasn't emotionally invested in her as he had been in sweet Naomi..Outside, he discovered that some worthless

criminal wretch had broken into his Suburban during the night. The suitcase and Book-of-the-Month selections were gone. The creep even swiped

the Kleenex, the chewing gum, and the breath mints from the glove, compartment..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as he would have

wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a wasteland. Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a monument of

weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun. Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice, revealed in

the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape, he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to proceed faster. His

frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..Her eyes, lustrous pools, brimmed with the

need to know, but she respected the deal. "I only half understood all that, and I don't even know which half, but in some strange way, it feels true.

Thank you. I will think about it tonight, when I can't sleep." She stepped close and kissed him on the cheek. "Who are you, Tom

Vanadium?".Thrilled by the music but unable to understand a word of the play, he arranged German lessons with a private tutor..Leaving Frieda

unconscious and reeking, a condition in which her bralessness had no power to arouse him, Junior left..Because drugs foil all efforts at

self-improvement, Junior had no use for the cocaine and acid. He didn't dare sell them to recover his money; even five thousand dollars wasn't

worth risking arrest. Instead, he gave the pharmaceuticals to a group of young boys playing basketball in a schoolyard, and wished them a Merry

Christmas. The twenty-fourth of December began with rain, but the storm moved south soon after dawn. Sunshine tinseled the city, and the streets

filled with last-minute holiday shoppers..After a hesitation, she said, "You're the boogeyman, except when I saw you, I was hiding under the bed

where you're supposed to be.".Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a moral assertion. Hound looked at him with appreciation. Living with

the pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats, of boasters and threateners..The syphilitic-monkey comparison struck Tom Vanadium as bizarre,

but it turned out to be a sober judgment based on experience. In his fifties, Sparky had worked as the chief of maintenance at a medical-research

laboratory, where-among other projects-monkeys had been intentionally infected with syphilis and then observed over their life span. In the

terminal stages, some of the primates engaged in such outr? behavior that they had prepared Sparky for his eventual encounter with Enoch

Cain..Sliding one hand lightly along the railing, the boy quickly descended the short flight of steps and walked onto the soggy lawn, into the

rain..An elderly Negro gentleman answered the door. His hair was such a pure white that in contrast to his plum-dark skin, it appeared to glow like

a nimbus around his head. With his equally radiant goatee, his kindly features, and his compelling black eyes, he seemed to have stepped out of a

movie about a jazz musician who, having died, was on earth once more as someone's angelic guardian..Second, Thomas Vanadium received no

mention: Therefore, his body hadn't been found in the lake. He still ought to be under suspicion in the Bressler case. And if new evidence cleared

him of suspicion, then his disappearance should have been mentioned, and he should have been listed as another possible victim of the Shamefaced

Slayer, the Bandaged Butcher, as the tabloids had dubbed Junior..THE GENEROUS EXPENSE allowance provided by Simon Magusson paid for a

three-room suite at a comfortable hotel. One bedroom for Tom Vanadium, one for Celestina and Angel..He had visited the library primarily to

confirm that Harrison White was unquestionably dead. He'd shot the man four times. Two bullets 'in the gas tank of the stolen Pontiac destroyed

the parsonage and should have incinerated the reverend. When you were dealing with black magic, however, you could never be too

cautious..Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical judgment..At eleven o'clock Saturday morning,

having just settled in the hotel after arriving from St. Mary's, they were waiting for the SFPD to deliver suitcases of clothes and toiletries that Rena

Moller, Celestina's neighbor, had packed according to her instructions. While waiting, the three of them took an early lunch-or a late breakfast-at a

room service table in the living room..For a while, Junior profited enormously from Tammy's investment advice, and the sex was great. As a

thank-you for the hefty trading commissions she earned-and not incidentally for all the orgasms-Tammy gave him a Rolex. He didn't mind her four

cats, didn't even care when the four grew to six, then to eight..The unmatched suite of bedroom furniture, cheap and scarred, might have been

purchased at a thrift shop. A double bed and one nightstand. A small dresser..One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard,

unless the concealment is very skillful. And the boy had no skills at all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising scholar by the age of

twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at his birth came by and said to his parents, "Let Otter come to me in the evenings

after work. He should learn the songs and be prepared for his naming day."
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