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So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!'

And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their

necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not

in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and

affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath

ccclxxxv.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.On this wise I abode a while of time,

every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants

without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth

whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he

plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright,

wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I

absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there

awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill,

stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the

bones..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in

apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than

which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah,

had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch

beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of

her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year

and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er

disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of

the fires that my heart devour..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..With

this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..One day, Ishac let bring all

who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh

and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When

she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like

in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ?

? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to

exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an

hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup

from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the

Thieves dcxxvii.Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my

horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of

fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand

dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact

of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man

said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,]

his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to

speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou with

love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own

country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the

manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made

friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves

to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a

day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk

and the Locust dccccxvi.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came
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a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the

porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his

friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to

go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the

astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to

the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he

had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and

embarked on the sea, so he might travel..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to

her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be

so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's

treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his

servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and

mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his

liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii.

116..Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany

him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he

went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and

gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he

came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered

Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the

grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed

on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in

the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest,

for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the

room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to

bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in

her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont,

till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen

Purse dccccxcix.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his

affair.".? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ?

Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.When the king saw this, he cried out and

his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but

a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and

lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the

hope of union some whit my strength sustain..4. The Three Apples xix.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..Temam

(Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF

AFFAIRS..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him

with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and

valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made

ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers

drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of

numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the

moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with

these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father

King Azadbekht.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her,

'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour.

Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he

purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain

before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to

thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart
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quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in

this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me

and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay

him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.166.

Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.Destiny, Of, i. 136..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the

house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the

slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and

returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban,

the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a

face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like

the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description

whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful

with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!"

The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding

regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have

halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is

come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she

heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge

them [in the palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or

what medicament?.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big

with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you

greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome.

he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.Trust in God, Of, 114..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Then said he to them one day, 'There was

with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone,

because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk),

'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the

dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that

locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good

flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in

love with the picture.".So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with

me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity,

saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my

heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my

knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result

of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman

of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..42. The Loves

of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse,

she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted

the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how

the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the

verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from

his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his

hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..It

befell one day that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord,"

answered I; and he said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father

Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little

what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so

whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with

thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the
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stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so

[hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say

on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.The Third Night of the Month.Caution was the Cause of his Death,

The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids,

carpet-wise..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled

and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor."

And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..So she

opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay

with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came

home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place

disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink

with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the

singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth

and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow

in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and

he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my

mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was

the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and

perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O

Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen."

Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.'Twere better and

meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow

Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt

and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the

young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let

bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both

Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me,

"What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make

at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I

will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi

and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst

I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without

worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the

morrow..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..They tell that Haroun er

Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God

accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85)

and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they

answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this

an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is

accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice

in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we

took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,

'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'

it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for

the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door]

and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by

me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and

said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his

house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was

a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the
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fare;.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his

day long..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they

(140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with

five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs'

distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank

and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this

water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the

water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing

not the way..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that

thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine

eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.13. The Wolf and the Fox

cxlviii.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a

myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and

rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue

and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with

her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her

husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more

delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.68. Haroun er

Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and

degree?.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her.

After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered

he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he

mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the

description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt

thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying,

'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship

Him with thee.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce

of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with

the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii.

211.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to

my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her

lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart

concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..Now there remained one after her; so we took her

and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw

my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his

boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought

upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an

exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..[When the

king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of

all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then

he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a

doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of

Damietta make..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.When the folk heard his

words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth

how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release

him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do

that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and

they rejoiced in him..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).Now there was in the

house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she

arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose
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on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he,

'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will

loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell

in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my

lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of

my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it

disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the

haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the

Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in

thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother

forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him,

'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence,

said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the

door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and

came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been

snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we

trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating

not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return."

This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome

their voices they did rear.
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