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Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly

make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace].

Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and

slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him..One day the Commander of the Faithful

bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he

rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and

deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech

and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put

her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering

into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with

an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him

with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou

been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord,"

answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to

last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.6. Story

of the Hunchback cii.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..As for

Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he

could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and

wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones,

worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he

went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of

his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and

repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and

said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten

(101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with

me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I

bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty

dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.There was

once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in

loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she

excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ?

? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his

wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves

to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great

army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own

dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down

on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain

aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the

Lady Budour cccxxvii.59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from

me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's

wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the

phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment

indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech

such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's

water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?'

Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate

the patient's malady..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the

burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and
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said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while

he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously

and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird

and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? l. The

Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O

villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I

saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no

sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the

husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made

haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest

thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.20. Ali ben Bekkar and

Shemsennehar cliii.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH.

(180).? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S

STORY..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing

leaves behind, that nothing may assain..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to

him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this

present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The

youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said

Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in

to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling

and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May

yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding

darkness were..? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were

fraught;.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to

the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he

should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So

he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the

Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none

other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And

rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave

him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he

became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).10. The Enchanted Horse

ccxlir.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..As for

Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast

his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the

commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and

invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee

to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.'

So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered

together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his

sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no

difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he

himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they

fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the

sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for

this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and

jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt

together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more

delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the

latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227)

archivio-della-r-societa-romana-di-storia-patria-vol-46.pdf

Page 2/10



Archivio Della R Societa Romana Di Storia Patria Vol 46

'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she

laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen

over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they

sat talking..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory

greater grow and more exalted aye!.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make

fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves,

and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there

were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered

themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for

battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan

overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King

Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who

is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and

carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.Then they brought the raft before him and I said

to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the

like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which

God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down

blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king

assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and

delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing

them..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half

a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels

[and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them

on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present

dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of

things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh

to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the

bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ?

Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..So the wicked man attained that

which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most

part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and

the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and

summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man

from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and

hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he

enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for

love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..The Nineteenth

Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy

cheer.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to

righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the

door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection

and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.75 El Fezl

ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to

them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she,

'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and

said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.'

But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first

commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High

and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety

and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
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granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down

to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And

Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went

saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel

on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he

returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay

himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon

he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt

me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the

rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.When the king heard

this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out.

Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both into an

underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles,

O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May

God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair

face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine

eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him; and this is none

other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late

king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the

evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the

going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they

had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to

end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such

an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought

out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story

dcccci.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us

with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to

overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves

before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we

hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy

continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is

guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king

slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my

agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir

Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others

a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes,

washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a

black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the

slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?

The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.So saying, he sprang to his feet and

catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his

comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that

which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of

the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which

had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the

old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my

brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing

of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick

and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So

they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his
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brother..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and

bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he

granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country

and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain

tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and

bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made

head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich

man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I

was somewhat restored..The First Night of the Month.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am

I, ii 253..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.There was once, in the land

of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from

want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the

effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver

and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Then he bade

lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then

knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the

weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall.

Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with

anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the

people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the

patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27)

and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore

indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii.

255..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".?STORY OF

THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents

and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of

Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in

his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall

perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking

hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife,

The, ii. 61..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done

with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who

turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people

and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted

from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy

father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the

Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four

thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my

commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read

the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour.

But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that

which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the

sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently,

[dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.Viziers, Story of

King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.And the king bade him depart to his own house..So he

rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I

saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and
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ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am

Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he

bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of

honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that

which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".35.

Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against

certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds

should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they

may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David

withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he

showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.?OF TRUST IN GOD..? ? ? ? ?

The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great

store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother

clii.?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of

gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and

they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in

this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255)

and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a

like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither

burden nor grievance to them..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in

Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.95. Abdurrehman

the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a

soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons

in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant

of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of

this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a

merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls

into it..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the

sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe

arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell

[prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have

longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me

and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What

brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif

Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an

exceeding joy..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O

damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was

surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she

was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i.

57..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and

ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to

sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I

will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale,

and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price

and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on

deposit..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she

[still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of

him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was

intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to

this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair
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that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion

with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is

even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see

him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt

and bring me my son or else news of him.'.Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body

and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon

a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain

city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one

of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he

bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him.

Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief

dccccxl.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer

and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they

ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and

when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be

hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad

her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and

ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went

up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and

indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case

extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house

many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and

indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.

Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was

only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into

the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he

carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to

learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy

presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;

and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my

purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from

my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O

youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El

Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath

forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts

ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it

of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly

words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the

man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious

prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present

blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..85. Isaac

of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their

posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you

and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single;

then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or

ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I

have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the

Boulac Police cccxliv.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh

dlxviii.Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.To his beloved one the lover's

heart's inclined, iii. 22..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth
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became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she

also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case,

saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she

veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do

thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'
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