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.Junior glanced over his shoulder even as Celestina turned and fled. He caught only a glimpse of her disappearing into the inner hallway..When
Frieda finished retching and passed out in a heap, Junior |eft her on the floor and immediately set out to explore her rooms..Second-stage labor was
supposed to last about fifty minutes in awoman bearing her first child, aslittle as twenty if the birth was not the first, but she sensed that
Bartholomew was not going to come into the world by the book..This bond between the Lampion and White families, which Grace had already
heard about from Paul, came as news to Celestina as much asto Agnes. It inspired more reminiscences of lost husbands and the wistful wish that
Joey and Harrison could have met..Asimpressed as Agnes had been with the sample orbs that she'd been shown, she allowed no hope that the
singular beauty of Barty's striated emerald-sapphire eyes would be re-created. Although the artist's work might be exquisite, these irises would be
painted by human hands, not by God's..No one in Junior's circles seemed to care about the crisisin American music. He supposed he had a greater
awareness of injustice than did most people.. THE SUN ROSE above clouds, above fog, and with the gray day came asilver drizzle. The city was
lanced by needles of rain, and filth drained from it, swelling the gutters with a poisonous flood..Lientery's work met the criteria of great art, about
which Junior had learned in art-appreciation courses. It undermined his sense of reality, left him wary, filled him with angst and with loathing for
the human condition, and made him wish he hadn't just eaten dinner.." Agnes,” said the magician, "you better start meeting with that librarian now
to record your own life. If you don't get started for another forty years, by then you'll need a whole decade of talking to get it all down.".Too much
had happened in those rooms. They were stained dark with family history, and in the night, when either Edom or Jacob slept under that gabled roof,
the past came alive again in dreams.." All under here's worked out long since” Licky said. And Otter had begun to be aware of the strange country
under hisfeet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical labyrinth, the deepest pits filled with unmoving water. "Never was
much silver, and the watermetal's long gone. Listen, young'un, do you even know what cinnabar is?".V anadium couldn't know the whereabouts of
the quarter. Besides, even when he'd swung the lunch tray over Junior's lap, the detective hadn't been close enough to pick the pocket of the

robe.." This momentous day," Thomas Vanadium said quietly, stiff gazing into the grave, "seems full of terrible endings. But like every day, it's
actually full of nothing but beginnings.".Not understanding, thinking that he was inexplicably asking if sheloved him, she said, "Y es, of course,
you silly bear, you stupid man, of course, | love you.".Unable to run, he raised his arms defensively, crossing them in front of his face, though the
impact of the coins wasn't painful. Volleys flicked off hisfingers, palms, and wrists..So runs the water away, away,.Sometimes Celestina marveled
at how intimately and inextricably the tendrils of tragedy and joy were intertwined in the vine of life. Sorrow was often the root of future joy, and
joy could be the seed of sorrow yet to come. The layered patterns in the vine were so complex, so enrapturing in their lush detail and so fearsomein
their wild inevitability, that she could fill uncountable canvases, through many lifetimes as an artist, striving to capture the enigmatic nature of
existence, in all its beauty dark and bright, and in the end merely suggest the palest shadow of its mystery..Getting out of the stuffy car into air
much chillier than it had been when he'd left this place, Junior stood unsteadily as the police and the paramedics gathered around him. Then he led
them through the wild grass to Naomi, moving haltingly, stumbling on small stones that the others navigated with ease..He summoned enough
courage to approach the nightstand. His hand trembled. He half expected the quarter to be illusory; to disappear between his pinching fingers, but it
was real..Here again were these peculiar grammatical constructions, which sometimes she had thought were just the mistakes that even a prodigy
could be expected to make, and which sometimes she had interpreted as expressions of fanciful speculations, but which lately she had suspected
were of a more complex-and perhaps darker-nature. Now her dread took form, and she wondered if the personality disorders that had shaped her
brothers' lives could have roots not just in the abuse they had taken from their father, but also in atwisted genetic legacy that could manifest again
in her son. In spite of his great gifts, Barty might be destined for alife limited by a psychological problem of aunique or at least different-nature,
first suggested by these occasional conversations that seemed not fully coherent.."For the love of God," Junior pleaded, "can't you please give me
something for the pain?'.Leaving the children under the tree, Tom returned to the house to phone the police..He had never expressed opposition to
starting afamily. She'd had no reason to fear telling him that she was carrying their child..Vanadium was no ordinary cop, as he himself had said.
In his obsession, convinced that Junior had murdered Naomi and impatient with the need to find evidence to prove it, what was to stop the detective
if he decided to deal out justice himself? What was to prevent him from walking up to the Suburban right now and shooting his suspect
pointblank?."| ALWAYS EAT CAV-EE-JAR FOR BREAKFAST," said Velveeta Cheese in her stuffed-bear voice..Commit and command. It
doesn't matter so much whether the course of action to which you commit is prudent or hopelessly rash, doesn't matter whatsoever whether society
at large thinksit's a"good" thing that you're doing or a"bad" thing. Aslong as you commit without reservation you will inevitably command,
because so few people are ever willing to commit to anything, right or wrong, wise or unwise, that those who plunge are guaranteed to succeed
more often than not even when their actions are reckless and their cause isidiotic..The end of his quest was near, so near, the right Bartholomew
almost within 'mullet range. He was furious with Neddy Gnathic for possibly screwing this up..Turning his attention to Barty, Obadiah broke into a
smile, revealing a gold upper tooth. "Something here is sweeter than that lovely pie. What's the child's name?'.Carrying him to the window, gazing
up at the stars, the moon, she said, "I'll always read to you, Barty.".Leaving the engine running and the heater on, he got out of the car, leaned back
inside, said, "Better lock up while I'm gone,” and then closed his door..On a positive note, the apartment was heated by a gas furnace. A leak, a
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spark, an explosion, and he would never have to see poor Agnesin her misery..When Renee, sweetly oblivious of her looming doom, claimed to
have inherited a sizable industrial-valve fortune, Junior thought she might be inventing the wealth or at least exaggerating to make herself more
desirable. But when he accompanied her back to her place, he discovered alevel of luxury that proved she wasn't a shop girl with fantasies..Junior
could only imagine how flattered Victoria would be to receive the attentions of a twenty-three-year-old stud, flattered and grateful. When he
contemplated all the ways she could express that gratitude, there was barely enough room behind the wheel of the Suburban for him and his
manhood..In all the many ways things are, across the infinity of worlds and al Creation, Barty believed that no woman existed whose beauty
exceeded hers or whose heart was better..Tom proved to be more useful than either acop or a priest to Pie Lady Services, when he discovered a
talent for money management that protected their funds from twelve percent inflation and in fact brought them a handsome returnin real
terms..Frankness and tough talk pleased her, because too many people dealt with her as though her spirit were asfrail as her limbs. She laughed
with delight-but still refused him..Aslong as Junior continued to fake sleep, the cop couldn't be absolutely sure that any deception was taking
place.."That won't doit."."You're one to talk," Celestina said. "Who wasiit told us they were sitting hand in hand on the front-porch swing."."No.
Just tricks. Turn aleaf to agold piece. Seemingly.".Barty set one other rule: "Without dying first ... and you have to be sure you can get
back.”.Avoiding the graveled driveway, on which he was more likely to scuff his freshly polished loafers, he approached the house across the lawn,
beneath the moon-sifting branches of a great pine that made itself useless for Christmas by spreading as majestically as an oak.."My scar," he
confessed, "isinexperience. For aman my age, Agnes, I'm in some ways unbelievably innocent. | wouldn't trade the years with Perri for anything
or anyone, but intense asit was, our love didn't include ... Well, I mean, you may find me inadequate.”.Prudence required that they strategize as
though Enoch Cain were Satan himself, as though every fly and beetle and rat provided eyes and ears for the killer, as though ordinary precautions
could never foil him..The muscles of hislegs grew as hard as any of the landscapes that he trod. Granite thighs; calves like marble, roped with
veins..The wink startled and baffled Edom. Oddly, he thought of the mysterious, disembodied, and eternally unwinking eye in the floating pinnacle
of the pyramid that was on the back of any one-dollar bill..Turning, turning, turning, the mysterious warning in his mind: The spirit of
Bartholomew ... will find you ... and mete out the terrible judgment that you deserve..In his seventies but vigorous and full of fun, Sparky liked to
take an occasional jaunt to Reno, to pump the slot machines and try afew hands of blackjack. The off-the-record, tax-free monthly checks from
Simon were gratefully received, ensuring the old man's cooperation with the conspiracy.."When the Iroquois Theater in Chicago burned on
December 30, 1903" he said aloud, testing his memory, "during a matinee of Mr Blue Beard, six hundred two people perished, mostly women and
children." . Throughout lunch and, indeed, during his hours as an outpatient at the hospital, Barty gave no indication that he understood the gravity
of his situation. He remained cheerful, charming the doctors and technicians with his sweet personality and precocious chatter..Glaring and
red-faced, lowering his voice amost to awhisper, Neddy said, "I'm sorry, but you've got me al wrong. I'm not like Renee and you.".When she
went upstairs at 2:10 in the morning, she found the boy fast asleep in the soft lamplight, Tunnel in the Sky at his side..Now, since he didn't intend to
date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to learn the intimate, eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen,
with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in her bedroom..Looking toward the nearest window, where the wet night
kissed the glass, he said, "Lawn sprinklers?'.For an instant, his attention had been distracted by Vanadium'’s presentation of his empty hands.
Nevertheless, there was no way the cop could have snatched the coin out of the air.."Maybe," said Angel. "Or maybe to The Monkees ... or maybe
to where you didn't get run down by the rhinosharush.”.In the bedroom, as he opened a suitcase on the bed, he saw the quarter. Shiny. Heads-up.
On the nightstand.."Ordinarily, 1'd recommend that you apply hot compresses every two hours to relieve discomfort and to hasten drainage, and I'd
send you home with a prescription for an antibiotic.".TALES FROM.To the phone, the police. No dial tone. Pointless to rattle the disconnect
switch. The line had been cut.. AFTER THE ENCOUNTER with the quarter-spitting vending machines, Junior wanted to kill another
Bartholomew, any Bartholomew, even if he had to drive to some far suburb like TerraLindato do it, even if he had to drive farther and stay
overnight in aHoliday ay Inn an eat steam-table food off a buffet crawling with other diners cold germs and garnished with their loose
hairs..Clutching the purse as though determined to resist robbery even in death, the guy dropped, sprawled, shuddered, and lay still. He'd gone
down with no shout of alarm, with no cry of mortal pain, with so little noise that Junior wanted to kiss him, except that he didn't kiss men, alive or
dead, although a man dressed as awoman had once tricked him, and though a dead pianist had once given him alick in the dark.." August, 1931.
Along the Huang He River in China. Three million seven hundred thousand people died in agreat flood," Edom said..Asthey rolled along the
coast, Agnes began to read to Barty from Podkayne of Mars: " 'All my life I've wanted to go to Earth. Not to live, of course-just to seeit. As
everybody knows, Terrais awonderful place to visit but not to live. Not truly suited to human habitation."'.Dragonfly.Anyway, traumatic as it had
been, the shooting was not the worst thing that happened to him that year..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy named Bartholomew.
Seraphim's baby had been agirl. Named Angel. This confused Junior as much asit stunned him.."Why do they let a man like that keep his badge?"
Junior asked. "He's outrageous, wholly unprofessional.”.Leavening his tortured voice as best he could with shock and hurt, as though deeply
wounded by the need to speak these words, Junior Cain said, "You ... you think | killed her, don't you? That's crazy.".Vanadium was surely
unaware of any connection between Junior and Seraphim White. And now the girl could never talk..Junior reached the window seat and stared
down at her. "l don't believe that's true.”.He heard her explain that the title of the exhibition had been inspired by one of her father's sermons, which
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aired on anationally syndicated weekly radio program more than three years ago. This wasn't areligious program, per se, but rather one concerned
with a search for meaning in life; it usually broadcast interviews with contemporary philosophers as well as speeches by them, but from time to
time featured a clergyman. Her father's sermon received the greatest response from listeners of anything aired on the program in twenty years, and
three weeks | ater, it was rerun by popular demand..Phimie's eyes widened, her hand tightened painfully on her sister's hand, her entire body
convulsed, thrashed, and she cried, "Unnn, unnn, unnn!".The house was hers, free and clear of mortgages. There were two savings accounts to
which Joey had diligently made deposits weekly through nine years of marriage..Chastened by these recent events, he vowed to stop meditating, to
void all passive responses to the challenges of life. He must explore the unknown rather than flinch from it in fear. Besides, through his
explorations, he would prove that the unknown was all just tapioca or applesauce, or whatever..The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be
reached by a set of exterior stairs at the back of the building. The climb had never before taxed Agnesin the least, but now it took away her breath
and left her legs trembling by the time she reached the top landing..The man, whom the others called Licky, led him out into a hot, bright morning
that dazzled his eyes. Leaving his cell he had felt the spellbonds loosen and fall away, but there were other spells woven about other buildings of
the place, especially around atall stone tower, filling the air with sticky lines of resistance and repulsion. If he tried to push forward into them his
face and belly stung with jabs of agony, so that he looked at his body in horror for the wound; but there was no wound. Gagged and bound, without
his voice and hands to work magic, he could do nothing against these spells. Licky had tied one end of a braided leather cord around his neck and
held the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that Otter avoided them. Where they were was plain
enough: the dusty pathways bent to miss them..By "al of that,” he meant the groceries that she and Joey often sent along with the pies, the
occasional mortgage payment they made for someone down on his luck, and the other quiet philanthropies..” Simon's agood man. Now that he
pretty much knows Cain pushed the wife, he doesn't feel better about representing him just because the payoff was big. And in the current case, he's
not Cain's lawyer, so there's no conflict of interest, no ethics problem, so he's got a chance to set things right alittle.". Anyway, if Seraphim were
till aive, she would be only nineteen now, too young to have graduated from Academy of Art College..madness or a brilliant deductive insight:
Naomi, the hateful bitch, she poisoned me!."l never spoke with God--Nor visited in Heaven--Y et certain am | of the spot--Asif the Checks were
given.".Agneswas so weary, her eyes so sore and grainy, that even this soft radiance stung. She aimost closed her eyes and gave herself to sleep
again, that little brother of Death, which was now her only solace. What she saw in the lamplight, however, compelled her attention.." She. Was
eating. Dried apricots." Junior spoke almost in awhisper yet the ridge was so quiet that he had no doubt each of these uniformed but unofficial
jurors heard him clearly. "Walking. Around the deck. Paused. The view. She. She. She leaned. Gone.".Y es, he suspected that he would require a
great deal of rest to prepare himself for this vixen. Even in her loose white uniform and stodgy rubber-soled shoes, she was an incomparably erotic
figure. She would be alionessin bed..Hers were the most feminine hands he'd ever seen. Slender, soft, prettier than Naomi's. He had no idea what
she was talking about..Inexplicably, each repetition of Bartholomew heightened Junior's anxiety. The name resonated not just in his ear, but in his
blood and bones, in body and mind, as if he were a great bronze bell and Bartholomew the clapper..More often than not, in asocia situation,
regardless of its nature, there came atime when Edom had to bolt, and here now was the time, not because he floundered at aloss for words, not
because he became panicked that he would say the wrong thing or would knock over his coffee cup, or would in some way prove himself foolish or
as clumsy asaclown in full pratfall, but in this instance because he didn't want to bring his tears into Agnes's day. Recently she'd had too many
tearsin her life, and though these were not tears of anguish, though they were tears of love, he didn't want to burden her with them..Reverend
White's polished, somewhat thesatrical, yet sincere voice rose out of the past to issue this threat in Junior's memory as he had issued it that night,
from atape recorder, while Junior had been dancing a sweaty horizontal boogie with Seraphim in her parsonage bedroom..On this momentous day,
however, drawing provided no solace. Freguently, her hands shook, and she could not control the pencil..He stopped straining to see through the
black room to the corner armchair. He closed his eyes and tried to lull himself to sleep by summoning into his mind's eye alovely but calculatedly
monotonous scene of gentle waves breaking on a moonlit shore..hearts represented either arival in love or alover who would betray an enemy who
would deeply wound the heart. The knave of diamonds was someone who would cause financial grief. The knave of clubs was someone who would
wound with words: one who libeled or slandered, or who assaulted you with mean-spirited and unjust criticism..Bracing her feet against the
floorboards, clutching the seat with her left hand, fiercely gripping the door handle with her right, she prayed, prayed that the baby would be al
right, that she would live at least long enough to bring her child into this wonderful world, into this grand creation of endless and exquisite beauty,
whether she herself lived past the birth or not.."Well, sure," said Mary, "without dying first. That would be the easy way to get there. I'm a
Lampion, aren't I? Do we take the easy way, if we can avoid it? Did Daddy take the easiest way up the oak tree?"'.Shaking her head, Celestina said,
"I can only pay for a studio apartment, something small.".From a distance and through a scattering of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much
about the other funeral, but he was pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were Negroes. He surmised, therefore, that the person being buried
was a Negro, too..He bolted up from the sofa, saying too loudly, "Canned hams," but at once he realized this made no sense, none, zip, so he
searched desperately for something coherent to say--"Potatoes, corn chips'--which was equally ridiculous. Now Obadiah was staring at him with
that concerned alarm you saw on the faces of people watching an epileptic in an uncontrolled fit, so Edom plunged across the living room as
though he were falling off aladder, toward the front door, struggling to explain himself as he went: "We've brought some, there are some, I'll get
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some,.A cause now apparent, the fear explained, Agnes held her baby more tightly. So new to the world, he seemed already to be slipping away
from her, captured by the whirlpool of ademanding destiny..Celestina had a delayed reaction to Barty's name. An odd ook came over her. "Barty?
Short for ... Bartholomew?'.After following the blacktop fifty feet, Junior headed downhill through the close-cropped grass, between the
tombstones. He switched on his flashlight and trod cautiously, for the ground sloped unevenly and, in places, remained soggy and dlippery from the
rain..Considering the protection that it would afford him in aworld full of warmongers, Junior considered the loss of the toe, while tragic, to be a
necessary disfigurement. To his doctors and nurses, he made jokes about dismemberment, and in general he put on a brave face, for which he knew
he was much admired..After Maria, Bonita, and Francesca had gone, when Agnes and her brothers joined forces to clear the table and wash the
dishes, Barty kissed them good-night and retired to his room with The Star Beast..Fortunately, at |east the desk was cigarette-scarred, because it
came with the office. It had been the property of a skip-tracer named Otto Zelm, who'd made a good living at the kind of work Nolly avoided out of
boredom: tracking down deadbeats and repossessing their vehicles. On a stakeout, Zelm fell asleep in his car, while smoking, thereby triggering the
payoff of both life- and casualty-insurance policies, and freeing the lease on this furnished space..Pity warmed the physician's ascetic face. "You
loved your wife very much, didn't you?'.Wally's help, not just with the apartment, but with his time and love, had made an incalculable
difference..When the highway passed through a sunless ravine, he had broken into a sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing reflections of the
revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic ahead, and he felt the urge to scream
with it, to let loose awail of terror and anguish and confusion and loss.
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