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OM THE SPIRIT REALMS DISCLOSE THE MOST STARTLING REVELATIONS PROVING
As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him
forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept
up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and
distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed
justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of
continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom,
and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with
him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his
speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our
lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make
an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and
seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and
returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him,
whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his
[former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani,
he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited
him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him;
whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..[One day], as the ship was sailing along,
and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face
and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O
my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear
the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may
deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind
smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.Meinsoun
drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with
him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet
behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet
that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by
name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties
still to hear?.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? Unto
me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..On this wise they abode till
the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him
to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace
betwixt heaven and earth.".When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which
was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the
bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole
through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became
mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste
bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes
and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the
grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for
passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their
wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his
relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it
compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep
the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in
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amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the
bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I
rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was
like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun
of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..Then she turned and saw within the chamber
an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So
she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God
decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well
done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O
Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am
the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but
by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon
an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou
rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are
agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it
And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ?
i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage
communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he
went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of
thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat
down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the
case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and
donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with
them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,
and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I
have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ?
a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk
wherewith they set on me..?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi
Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour,
amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the
folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.'
So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after
he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she
entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed.
Then she sang thereto the following verses:.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on
his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,]
took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his
eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.'
'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow
and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,'
answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the
perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without
fear..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted
were we since ye bade us adieu..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight
denied..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a
goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place
beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this
tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow
that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..When the evening
evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub
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the Slave of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.At eventide the king sat
[in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered
the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..With this the
king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Then I took the present and a token of
service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of
Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said
he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have
seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a
throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in
two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace
of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold
and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he
proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj
(214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall
die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment
(215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and
practise] truth and right for themselves.'.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine
(183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one
of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life
on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but
[presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where
they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that
they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..My secret is
disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as
if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered
Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee,
I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What
possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that
had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..A certain
singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of
the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she
answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire
of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger
brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready
for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the
Pilgrim Prince dccccv.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a
letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his
daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people
and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his
daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out,
intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur,
"How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode
one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of
Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store
thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed
And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.Meanwhile, El Abbas
betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the
tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him
from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and
coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves
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and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our
own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he
swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.When the king heard this story, he said in
himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the
slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and
hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of
wont..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady
and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).Now the merchant their
father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the
thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys,
saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took
a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said,
'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse,
he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them
[each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..There was once in a
city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time
went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit,
the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her
kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she
abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it
pertain..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him
worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two
chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a
willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face,
seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth
from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and
day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as
saith of her the poet:.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he
said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes,"
answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they
came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to
Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a
limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we
discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth.
Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my
reason led astray..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and
consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my
master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk,
and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me
with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from
island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I
also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and
drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is
not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me
with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and
edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him
to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.? ? ?
? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..The Seventeenth Night
of the Month..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan
of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as
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many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other
stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and
accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself
by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father
went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed
from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned,
disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each
glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the
vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.When
Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my
story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s
mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to
him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee
against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near
thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this
king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor
advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his
troops.'.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..When it was the third
day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the
mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a
man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed
the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured
us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so
wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou
Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth
answered, saying, "O king,.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then
quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will
I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword,
that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our
heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the
head and made for the river..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.God, Of Trust in, i.
114..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him
to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in
her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not,"
answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a
knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".She laughed and cried out
to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women
and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them
came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved
thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with
each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for
yearning and body-worn is he..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with
him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his
lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and
this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest
of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave,
he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a
purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the
sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about
between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the
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neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..All those who were present
marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a
certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..(Quoth
Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost
and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful
to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and
entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his
sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with
"Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to
intercede.'.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan
withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..The following story
occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by
Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the
present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the
latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp.
378-458), which conclude the work..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a
number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this,
so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the
king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant,
whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his
sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?'
Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and
thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? At their appointed
terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel
and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth
Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my
son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath
been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But
the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and
his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.When he had made an end of his
verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The
princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin,
never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy
dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune
burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to
change a case from foul to fair..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when
they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not
brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him
whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the
youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate
led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and
entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the
paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert,
eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of
his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid
the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren
were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came
before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace
and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of
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Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she
looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a
glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her
from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set
apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of
kings' daughters..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid
him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and
gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore
the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she
heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow
dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go
away.'.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".? ? ? ? ? So
shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.When the king
heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said
against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..When the company heard this story,
they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said,
'[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii.
242..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there
wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he
should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him
permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a
merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an
underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard
this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber
dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come
what will..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..When King Shehriyar
heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath
brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the
two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city
was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and
the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made
bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..When the evening
evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised
story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52)
replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii.
144..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".When the
evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.
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