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Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet

es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the

mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's

village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the

Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O

woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed,

for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so

he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the

village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy

slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three

Girls dcli.Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to

his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come

back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I

purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two

porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).As

for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned

him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard

for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no

profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and

counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent

for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew

him..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they

walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer,

he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of

her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its

full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done

with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt

unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode

with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and

soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to

all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance

drear..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If

he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs,

imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal.

Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and

wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half

his fill..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could

bind..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii.

117..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier

stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall

we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of

the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the

hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this

and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found

the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there

were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her

sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other]

the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which
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the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups

and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..She abode with Ins

ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of

lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the

days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a

pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her

from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when

she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time

and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..Then they arose and went up to the

palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of

thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.'

Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take;

no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night,

iii. 6..?OF TRUST IN GOD..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his

wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of

the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and

she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High.

After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his

children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished.

He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and

they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the

perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.Abbaside,

Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii.

171..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of

price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth

Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..So he left him for

dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the

damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away.

Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he

might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of

his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How

many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and

piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her

affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was

prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about

her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart

and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him

for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Then said the

sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said,

'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding

and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the

sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but

that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was

prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth

galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50)

Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Now it chanced that a

camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set

out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of

her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate

place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband
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and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But

she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal

compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done

me a kindness.'.When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and

His Sons..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..The First Night of the

Month.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.She laughed and cried out to the women

of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and

neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came

and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and

was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each

other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.As fate would have it, the chief of the

police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush

and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall

yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the

woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied

him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door.

This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new

victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and

waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade

fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no

news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite

off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time

and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance

over his city. (43).? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not

stay.".Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the

lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she

cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach

unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an

answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter?

Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on

such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and

wrote the following verses:.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over

going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till

the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I

and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a]

living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and

sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim

paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.63. The Lovers of the Benou

Udhreh ccclxxxiii.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..When El Abbas

heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will

stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and

seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me

[who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O

champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that

help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of

a mountain..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.The Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.The king gave him

leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee

be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and

swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will

teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,
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saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a

message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed

at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of

the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face

will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth

the queen, "And I also will say thus.".[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the

ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king

of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable

dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he

oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings

abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his

younger brother..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught,

without a friend to whom I may complain..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was

extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and

said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out,

pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and

embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought

with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those

vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which

Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the

like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ?

? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer

Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her

price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is

the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me

him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And

in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she

discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send

her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she

would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook

himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for

to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve,

sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood

looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I

betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may

God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my

goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves

to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of

thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."

(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou

hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy

qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The

thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening

and obedience."."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to

consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard

them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the

daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last

speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and

whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting
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chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as

follows:.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them,

saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to

thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying,

'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took

the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every

moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.'

Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).There was once a man of the

drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his

heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was

weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he

complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and

promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the

goodliest of stuffs.".Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted

him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king

seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the

Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that

her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love

of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas;

so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were

privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..Then she cast the lute

from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this

world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing

the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst

accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get

me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of

her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I

find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave

from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her

once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..The eunuch returned and told the king,

who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me

that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king,

what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered

she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched

his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then

he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to

send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came

with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE

PICTURE..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who

entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..Then came forward the

fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? a. The

First Old Man's Story ii.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the

fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for

its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would

do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain

thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and

steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a

plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his

preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his

case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old
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man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems

(105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before

thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the

matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we

know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the

worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may

avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she

said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his

assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and

aught of grace denied.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would

punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and

cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell

down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of

my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this

world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the

world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it

pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the

king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan

sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be

eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast

no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw

I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or

thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he

said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return,

knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And

En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade

abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of

sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for

thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this

eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Therewithal the

king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there.

So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the

Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man

came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And

knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a

dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her;

else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee

from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).Then the

girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them

all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and

bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;"

but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars,

saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by.

Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou

didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her

to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile.

Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved

inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ?

? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..Presently, her brothers

returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but
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good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed

there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well

betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to

him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented

to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am

become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Now

this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the

skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an

hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her

paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the

captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and

from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast

absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all,

and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea,

wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..After

three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw

her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first

deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather

every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou

wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who

shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he

gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you,

lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman

went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged.

When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then

one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage,

leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and

acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and

put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in

presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she

straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers

el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so

come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is

become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and

bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she

was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and

she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving

cccxlviii.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman,

and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the

other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but

the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and

helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its

people suffered of straitness and oppression..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.?

? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).And the king bade

him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Now

there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his

carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and

weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better

[for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was

a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier,
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"is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Jaafer ben Yehya and

Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood,

cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with

blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed

up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he

who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son

Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the

infant.? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..The

company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a

marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..On like

wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me,

everything turneth against me.".Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands

and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no,

nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which

the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them

the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant

abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his

story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".The

Eleventh Day..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street.

Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and

hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it

behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she

covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Now there was with him a youth and he said,

"By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither."

Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen

goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with

palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).Presently, the old

woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to

her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to

the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she

considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between

the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old

woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And

Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my

condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had

lived!".? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..The Khalif

marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast

acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and

dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the

grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself

up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none

nor yet unright;.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to

exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an

hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup

from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following

verses:.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..Woman accused of Lewdness,

The Pious, ii. 5..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day,

as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They

all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and

winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant,
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coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the

others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back,

went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a

dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they

had brought me thither on account of the bones..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in

rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she

married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and

would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in

case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.The folk took compassion on him and gave

him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told

them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and

hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King

Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them,

saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They

laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?'

Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O

youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a

brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik

Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the

deadly lance incontinent he's slain..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave

it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her

salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that

which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction;

for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went

forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? Yet

with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80.
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