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ANNALS OF THE TOWN OF MENDON FROM 1659 TO 1880
? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH
THE PICTURE..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in
[praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth;
and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore
disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me
this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said,
'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the
issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and
despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the
Children of Israel cccclxiii.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house,
and there he abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad
and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they
deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.
Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and
notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end
of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of
this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre
your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door,
came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I
was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which
was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the
palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty
concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said
unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated
myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his
house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia
dccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Then the queen entered the
palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her
bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure
thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for
the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and
sang the following verses:.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? b,
The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger,
without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk,
without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before
the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and
his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the
body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore
fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a
clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys
of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two
hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her,
he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with
him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or
poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii."When I [returned from my sixth voyage,
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I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in
pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper
opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I
accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour
and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord,
what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as
he sent us a present and a letter.'.They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she
took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she
came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me,
"What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping
herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the
river.".One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed
him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and
companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and
grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But
he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting
about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the
farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and
whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he
espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a
window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again.
But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out,
was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his
eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First
my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me
not and endeavour was useless.'.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case
This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets
ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..There was once in a
certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to
come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper
said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy
husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in
my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt
see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which
he shall say to thee."'.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then
he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and
went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father,
who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the
Merchant Hassan dcclvi.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather
the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all
wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of
concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is
nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder
accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of
the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;
else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will
be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;
contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.115. The Malice of Women
dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Damascus is
all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".El Abbas from Akil his stead is
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come again, iii. 108.."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By
Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent
to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not,
I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself
known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..They ate and
drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he
had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have
patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So
they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and
the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said
to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? b.
The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness
of the night..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who
baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our
efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself
presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my
hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which
time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my
sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space;
then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will
go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner
things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion
and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast
need..God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.54. The Poor Man and his
Generous Friend cccli.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er
Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O
Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif;
and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the
draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O
Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the
striving for." And Haroun wept..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion
all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and
he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in
fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the
sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy
himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld
him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that
which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with
the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he
bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and
taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising,
sang the following verses:.A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with
the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day,
when he again presented himself before the king.].Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..The Third Day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the
Barber's Second Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of
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Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he
went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the
officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the]
Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase
themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he
taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood."."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time
in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented
itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for
certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with
myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Then he called
Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him
and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and]
when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for
Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and
gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile,
his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he
was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced
in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that
language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are
husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat
appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it
to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst
this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give
me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all
that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we
carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..When
he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the
cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted
the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what
impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls.
He fled from me and I found him again..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair
of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be
estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and
bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was
troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world."
Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the
issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was
Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil
dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? Except I be
appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and
perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.On the
morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered
him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they
had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew
drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i.
57..To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast
was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he
buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain
and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king,
the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by
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Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the
days passed by and the affair was forgotten..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king
looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him;
whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the
eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here
and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent
thee, in pity to us.'.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your
sight..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.? ? ? ? ? And high is my
repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Next morning, the old woman said to him,
'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply
she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand
and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and
Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and
wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as
he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took
him up and carried him forth of that place..Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..The Seventh Day..O thou that
blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii.
172..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..Therewithal Queen
Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode,
improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst
the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the
back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour.
[Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and
those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for
joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised
verses and sang..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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