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When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening

and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease

infects, of its seductive air..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she

spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great,

Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if

a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and

sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are

not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to

death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..Officer's

Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death

they're rent.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had

dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand

cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with

me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and

said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth

chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? z. The

Stolen Purse dcv.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well

done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen

Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O

Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate,

taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and

permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him

length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the

harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was

confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him

and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had

gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another,

"What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he

went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and

removed to the wine-chamber..Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr.

Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in

1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms

part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be included in the present

publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at

once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht

himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume

of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is

evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length

would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work,

I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..So he left her and slept his night and on

the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon

he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she

clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when

he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife,

and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to

thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make

fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him

the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii.
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258.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ?

? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Prince Bihzad, Story

of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..When Tuhfeh heard

this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O

daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So

Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may

He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from

this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.'

And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any

wise resign..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad

and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade

his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young

Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we

are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was

about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other

than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free

and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the

prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should

come upon him and cast him into another calamity..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.Now this island is under the

Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island,

stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of

jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its

streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are

such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after

great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry

this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the

Hawk dcxiii.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the

husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in

company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for

their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the

husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and

learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he

arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh,

how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin,

"Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and

now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am

bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to

drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the

Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure

thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the

Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him,

"Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me

this.".Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land

of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon

in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst

the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them

three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they

fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men

of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter

of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he
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had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five

abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their

standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet

the king..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to

him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give

over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and

slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to

appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth,

"it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death,

thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth

him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.160. The Ruined Man of

Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with

the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed

to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth

galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking

in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the

quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to

whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept

his eye on the Jew..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will

come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE

DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did

he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this

[strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou

askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first

two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the

third hole."' (232)."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and

forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my

soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and

came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out

and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair

woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and

said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I

went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and

discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt

thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none

with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she

said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? p. The

Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the

perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this

happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there

worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance

and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned

back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou?

We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King

Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a

vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of

years and lives, upon you ever wait!.4. The Three Apples lxviii.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..33. Ibrahim ben

el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and

said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and
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changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his

Slave-girl dccclxiv.Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but

for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.133. The City of Brass

dlxvi.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before

him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and

my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with

the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the

singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The

Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself

upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously,

after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to

reunite..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth.

"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures

till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the

prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her

of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell

a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was

dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my

lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all;

Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun

and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with

him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou

overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But

women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also

and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast

him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her

[all that had betided him], whilst she wept..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth

and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to

companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him

aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the

damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to

give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him

and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ?

? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..At this Queen

Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue

brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the

cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,'

answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the

night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning

for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on

the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he

asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one

smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is

graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought

not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth

came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? a.

The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ?

? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave

your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O

Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my
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kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to

her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be

restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..Now

there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the

stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and

digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we

stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it

succeeded.' (142).32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the

latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto

thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there

ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having

with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress?

Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to

him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in

his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul

craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength."

And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Then said

the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his

father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to

meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to

the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain.

The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's

death..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the

slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with

the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the

slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk

and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who

were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the

damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was

endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself

in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with

slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is

what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw

was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay,

but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my

son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil

and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend,

beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..Death,

The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple

of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor dl.Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and

[when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one,

who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath

afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret;

for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to

secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer

thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave

her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the

burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and

said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on
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the moss-rose:.95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her

in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and

they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him

and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of

the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and

bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..By Allah, but that I trusted that I

should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.Then he bade

fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on

thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because

of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How

long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of

the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.When twenty days had passed by, each

[egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto

no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover,

they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or

fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the

old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to

the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this

wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's

contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy

and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added

the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it

to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale.

Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of

venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from

yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said

the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the

Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the

Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of

fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Fair fall the maid whose

loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's

voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not

bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is

none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried

out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water,

mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after

he had despaired of her..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man,

who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this

sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her

prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and

they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they

passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his

brother..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!"

Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..The Seventh Day..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of

slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that

he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was

empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac

himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? So

eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty

and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee
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in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not

thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not

patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls

were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must

death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from

the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My

vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear

my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.So she arose

and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles

lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the

pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down

blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate

in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the

number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof

mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they

ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..?THE FOURTEENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did

lie..Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of

his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and

weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better

[for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was

a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".As for Er Razi and El

Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou

pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out

upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and

contention was prolonged..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and

said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair."
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