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LAND AND THE FAROE ISLANDS WITH ILLUSTRATIONS OF THEIR NATURAL HISTO
As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing.
Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more
grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the
palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the
palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread.
He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out
and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall
I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the
kingdom.'.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the
king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch
the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by
the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth,
"hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship.
Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there
betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king,"
answered the youth,.Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came
out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death
[and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went
before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he
went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..Presently, the vizier
heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had
abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will
be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was
perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay
he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and
say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the
place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou
take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair
hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the
eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who
art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning,
with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack
these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still
made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe
me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most
High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.So saying, he took leave of
the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place
forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way.
Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O
youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and
were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that
moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a
great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him,
whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I
found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a
caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the
lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.So
Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to
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sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be
seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint
was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou
divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not
with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile,
then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and
sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths.
So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the
day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.? ? ? ?
? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Benou Tai, En Numan
and the Arab of the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou
Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion
and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of
our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have
patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy
him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to
hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou
Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to
slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? f.
The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to
those in error's way..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was
troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which
Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry
her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook
us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city,
for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is
my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space.
On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I
mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the
streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and
fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his
wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went
to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse
me still..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves
to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth
voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and
disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..?Story of
King Dadbin and His Viziers..65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and
bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he
granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country
and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain
tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and
bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made
head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich
man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I
was somewhat restored.."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the
other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a
faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her
and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her,
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and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.She laughed
and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who
bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he
kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist,
and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons
divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle
of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my
master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth
them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and
besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till
now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no.
As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on
this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.The folk of the quarter
heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O
pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy
varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the
girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?"
"O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou
never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of
Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the
following verses:.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel
rogues enjoy all benefit..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied,
Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she
questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men
and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the
woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while]
God willed..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman,
whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair
woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her
forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered
to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I
have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I
am at his service.'.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace
and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went
not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had
betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the
superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how
my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues
evermore are blessed and benign;.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and
changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal,
accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The
Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown
them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O
my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".The First Night of the
Month.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF
CASHGHAR. (157).? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..There
was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with
two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the
goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the
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Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew
up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend
them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and
vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch;
and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the
road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit
him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the
secret whereof I do complain..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this
damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the
prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand
dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a
little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for
that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and
mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxviii.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his
empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the
vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly
to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had
done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED
EACH HIS FELLOW..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I
found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is
ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I
brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer,
when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and
gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who
cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and
behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease
with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in
such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go
with him.'.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not
assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..Bunducdari
(El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes!
What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the
flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the
Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with
my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and
hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a
statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with
all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the
ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed
the wit..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king,
it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest
midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this
reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling
and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath
befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of
kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make
an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of
the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto
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thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these
latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related
to a company and spoke as follows:.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three
hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the
money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the
good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables
were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with
the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant
transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day,
so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me
aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship
between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still
drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when
the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?"
"By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition,
so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would
to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there
cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the
Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred
lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of
the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? I am
content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.99. The
History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup,
drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion
mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in
very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the
cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the
Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..82. Said ben
Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child
dcv.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely
women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT
AND HIS SON. (94).?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Then
she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to
him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the
fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering
her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of
Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my
device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will
abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers,
doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be
desired, I nothing heed..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know
that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them
nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he
died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was
with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and
half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick
away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of
poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.Now he had a
nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost
him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to
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answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her
that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth
was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By
Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me;
for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was
moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the
truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the
Most High.'.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at
her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall
do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the
following verses:.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the
inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of
jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and
ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they
carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee
for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and
departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of
sweetness I espied..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in
affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name
ccvi.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a
prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the
king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder
prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to
him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of
his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.? ? ? ? ? The road of
right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..?STORY OF SELIM AND
SELMA..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There
befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the
tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones
dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his
judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's
favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of
his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife
Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had
brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is
this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!'
answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with
her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner
and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he
went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would
relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found
her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified
that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?'
And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so
thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier
and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is
my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the
king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle
King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but
severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.103. Julnar of the Sea
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