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Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and
green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she
saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the
morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender
and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down
therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the
sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou
as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour
against Persistent Ill, i. 70..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a
stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the
bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred.
Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and
putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor
was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner
colours..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his
obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..Let destiny with loosened rein its
course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a
shred..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the
Porter (239).Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the
forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking
and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided
me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the
kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such
a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the
kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined
him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story
cxix.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and
taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh
and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our
lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth
trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this
Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On
me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..?STORY OF THE THREE
MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..And the king bade him depart to his own house..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became
desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more
extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose
in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had
betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children
and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater
of wealth and elevation.".Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the
homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of
them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there
abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her
with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her
wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his
father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125)
came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet
her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making
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sate, iii. 135..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..So
the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered
she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not
turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a
serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and
love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again
betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him
what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..Presently, there came in upon
us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh
in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the
spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him
therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my
friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and
the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his
privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august
king, that.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two
places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the
draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and
conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she
made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the
place of prayer and went away..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to
him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will
carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see
profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a
thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they
stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,
and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now
restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By
Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry
him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out
concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall
know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and
drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the
boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from
death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? Upon
that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black,
luxuriant hair; (256)."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O
king,.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he
bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his
presence.].? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When she had made an end of her song, the
Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord
and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is
mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind,
mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill
myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".So
they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had
passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the
prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou
wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its
defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go
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with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my
support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be
greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust
King and the Tither dcccxcix.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were
beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased
not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your
usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of
David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of
looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the
king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find
no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?'
Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth
him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou
sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she,
'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are
ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My
heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son
Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Haste not to that
thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another
song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What is
there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF
BAGHDAD. (46).Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?'
Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then
he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted
and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third
part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth
abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and
she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made
his excuse to her for the young merchant..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..There was once, of old days and in
bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality
and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es
Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that
he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection
and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like
the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had
gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I
came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou
hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee.
Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this
hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..One day, as
he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there
betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and
companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and
grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But
he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting
about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the
farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Now there was in his
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neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief
and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his
love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.'
The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man,
saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him
with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her
henceforth his heart's content..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life
ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The
shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I
and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries,
marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto
thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he
signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait
on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our
assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh
were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all
who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him
and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to
these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face
and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what
had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look
upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a
nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner
and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She
cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the
protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate
and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So
he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath
come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".When her people arose in the morning and
saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four
brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark
and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came
up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in
affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the
affair..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king,
it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest
midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this
reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling
and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".When she had made an end of her song, she wept and
Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii.
28..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The
Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and
would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon.
When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him
and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel
who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif
come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth
the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their
foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing
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out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So
he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas
and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough,
when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a
napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy
house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and
left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the
merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So
there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had
seen, i. 50..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent
that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir
Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved
the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life,
and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection.
Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends
and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should
entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the
prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was
goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and
worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High
willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness
and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then
came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his
realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and
made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..After three days, the old woman came to him and
bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the
prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second
time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered."
"Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed.
So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that
which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them
and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you
last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the
Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to
the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while,
but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at
you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that
the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then,
the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and
not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ?
? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.When Dabdin heard
this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God
prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry
her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will
deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for
her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave
her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without
victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood
praying..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the
goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the
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age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to
me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's
favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up
my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of
neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in
the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and
falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force;
and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me
by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy
patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and
there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ?
? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..When she had made an end of her
song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us
somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.156. Khelifeh the
Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El
Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to
witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the
merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will
not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the
merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with
him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand
dinars..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye
came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..Now the king's vizier had two
daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the
histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that
which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy
and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took
counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to
the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his
occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the
waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his
heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself
and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou
Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All
the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O
woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed,
for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so
he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the
village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy
slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee
herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died!
Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What
excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we
purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him
and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth
that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and
ever! Amen..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching
it, sang the following verses:
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