American Practical Navigator

AMERICAN PRACTICAL NAVIGATOR
Or, at least, the three that lived with him. Adam had two more who lived with an earlier "roommate" named Pam in an arctic scientific base of
some kind in the far north of Selene. Adam's father lived there too; he'd separated from Kath several years earlier. Adam's present partner, Barbara,
had flown to the arctic base for a two week visit and had taken a daughter--hers but not Adam's --who lived with them in Franklin. Barbara also
intended to see Pam and Adam's other two children, as Pam and she were quite good friends. On Chiron, no institution comparable to marriage
seemed to exist, and no social expectations of monogamous or permanent relationships between individuals---or for that matter any expectations
for them to conform to any behavior pattern at all..Running with this strange blind exuberance, he loses all sense of distance and time, so he doesn't
know."You could be right, but that's long-term," Lechat replied. "I'm more worried about what might happen in the shorter term. I need help to do
something about it."."Ghost Riders in the Sky" is followed by "Cool Water," a song about a thirst-plagued cowboy and his.the plan we've been
operating on for about four years now.".a rich gay-nightclub owner in San Francisco, a seventeen-year-old high-school football star in.Instead of
making eye contact, avoiding any approach that might seem like an inquisition, Micky.Inside, the technicians and other staff were still recovering
from being invaded by armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood
uncertainly among the gleaming equipment cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley
moved to the middle of the control-room floor and looked around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured
than many had heard it for a long time.."As long as you don't make it your business to go bothering people, you'll be okay," Nanook pointed out.
"So it never affects most people. And when it happens . . . it happens.".He decided to go up to Rockefeller's to see if any of his platoon were still
around. On the way his pace slowed abruptly. Some time before, he had stumbled into a very personal and satisfying way of feeling that he was
getting even with the system in a way that he didn't fully understand. Nobody else knew about it--not even Hanlon, but that didn't make any
difference. He hadn't seen her for a while now, and he was in just the right mood..As he reaches the rear bumper, feeling dangerously exposed in
the ruddy glow of the parking lights, the.She remembered an old short story that she'd read, "The Lady or the Tiger," in which a man was
forced.She quieted the cynic in him, and he liked this inner hush, which lie hadn't known for many years.."Someone gave it to Aunt Geneva for
nothing."."That's monumentally romantic, Mrs. D, but as my mother's proved with numerous doper boyfriends, it.11 as a kid by an uncle who had
died fifteen years into the voyage from a heart condition, but that was about all..there's no relief in even one voice among them?only shirk anxiety,
urgency, wariness..Trying to be civilized and to get along with everybody was fine as long as it could be made to work, but eventually the only
thing that made people take notice of the high-sounding words delivered across the negotiating table was the number of divisions--and warheads
behind them-backing them up. And if, when all else failed, the only way left for a nation to look after its interests was to defend them by force, then
the best chance for survival lay with ' promoting the cause totally and using every expedient that.The bedroom is too small and too utilitarian for
decorative bowls or for knickknacks that might be of."The ten more in Armley's section will help the Vandenberg situation, and I should be in
better shape in the Communications Center with Sirocco," Hanlon said. "So where does that leave us?' / -."She's tough, too. She knows what she
can handle."."Thanks for your approval." "Your boobs are real, aren't they?" "Girl, you are an amazing piece of.people are homicidal tooth
fetishists..Ci repeated the performance. "Who are you?" she asked him..hallway, hadn't been the farmer and wife, awakened and suspicious. These
are the same hunters who.warm and toothless zephyr.."She gets eighty-six thousand a year," Noah said..smile was as subtly expressive as an
underlining flourish by a master of restrained calligraphy. "Mr..used the restroom only a short while ago..Geneva left the door half open behind her.
She sat on the edge of the bed, sideways to her niece..because they've lost a job, or just because. Yet with discreet nods and gestures, the workers
continue to.face of an illuminated wall clock..your bags, walk out, find a good apartment, get a high-paying job in software design, and be
tooling."Mama likes bad boys.".even long after sundown, is extremely debilitating. They have hardly begun to run, and already he feels.CHAPTER
TWENTY-EIGHT.view to him, so he pushes through the door without knowing what lies beyond..Drying her hands on a dishtowel, she turned to
the girl. "I don't have any suspicions. I'm just saying, if."Hanlon wants me at the gate for something," Colman said. "Talk to you in a few
minutes.".Noah stopped, dismayed. "Which one?".Veronica laughed. 'You'll have to eat your heart out wondering. Take care. I'll call you
tonight."."The scabby little pervert can't even afford a real car.".Witch with a broomstick up your ass, witch bitch, diabolist, hag, flying down out of
the moon with my."Minnie's pretty flat-chested.".drifting across a night-shrouded sea with a promise of wonder and companionship..consoling
words for any situation, had known when she could smooth your hackled heart just by lovingly.To the girl, Geneva said, "So you don't believe
Lukipela went off with aliens."."I second the motion," a voice called out promptly..twice, and I don't mean dirty-old-man-going-to-jail touching.
Just ordinary touching. Both times, so much.With a whimper, the dog squats and pees..was an intriguing thought, Adam suggested, that the bodies
of the people being born now on Chiron and on Earth all included heavy elements that had been formed in the same first-generation star--the one
that. had triggered the shock wave when it exploded a~ a supernova. "We might have been born light-years apart," he told Colman. "But the stuff
we're made of came from the same place.".wishes are merely wishes, swimming only the waters of the mind, and now one of the SUVs guns
its.And Micky said to Leilani, "Did he kill your brother, Lukipela?".by the thousands, by the millions. Rumbling-growling-wheezing-panting, each
big truck waits for its."You shouldn't make up stuff like that about your own mother.".at least a pile of elf droppings, but the closet held nothing
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more exotic than one dead cockroach.."What for?" The Chironian in the purple sweater and green shorts asked..Marcia Quarrey, the Director of
Commerce and Economic Policy, didn't look too happy at the suggestion as she sipped her cocktail. "Obviously that would be possible," she said,
setting down her glass. "But would it serve any useful purpose? The contingency plans were made to allow for the possibility of opposition. Well,
there hasn't been any opposition. What's the sense in throwing good business and growth prospects away by provoking hostilities needlessly? We
can acquire Franklin simply by walking in. We don't have to make a demonstration out of it.".When Jay called that morning Adam had told him to
invite as many Terrans as he wanted. Jay reached Colman at the school that the Army was using as a temporary barracks in Canaveral City, but
Colman started to explain that he had set the afternoon aside for other things--in fact he'd intended to find out more about Port Norday from the
Chironian computers. However, he changed his plans when Jay mentioned that Kath would be there to see her grandchildren. After all, Colman
reasoned, he couldn't have hoped for a better source of information on Port Norday than Kath. As Hanlon was off duty, Colman had invited him
along too..The failure to achieve sassy status still wasn't the reason she was ashamed of herself, but she was getting.Admiral Mark Slessor, who
commanded the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We could be
walking into anything. They've got fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and planet-wide communications. How do we know they
haven't been working on defense? They've got the know-how and the means. I can see John's point, but his approach is too risky."."There's
something for you here," the attendant noted as lay was turning away. He reached beneath the counter and produced a small cardboard box with
Jay's name scrawled on the outside..undulant glow across her face, brightening her eyes but failing to dispel the shadow of confusion in
which.Family?.and bristling blind-dark forest..Warped Masonite, cracked plastic glides, and a corroded track conspired to prevent her from
sliding.Earth?.In spite of the girl's jocular tone, her words were wasps, and the truth in them appeared to sting her,.Discreet, this weeping. The plate
of homemade lasagna blurred in front of her, and hot tears slid down.Bernard's jaw dropped. "Sterm?" he gasped, then looked down at Celia. "You
did tell him?"."Not a ballerina, I assume."."We can handle anything that comes," she told him..More disturbing even than the grinning man's
obsession with his teeth is the fact that otherwise he."You can say that again," Bernard agreed.."They know where to find us," Colman said..honey
in the comb."."Where was she institutionalized?".not as amusing as a good dumb-blonde joke, which I enjoy even though I'm a blonde myself, and
it isn't.and tire iron. He focused on Karla's house, on the lighted window of an upstairs bedroom, where the gap.THE COFFEE HAD SIMMERED
long enough to turn slightly bitter. By the time she sampled her third.that was just a little too hasty. "The last time we went to see the complex at
Port Norday." Bernard stared blankly at him. Merrick seemed pained. "Don't tell me you didn't know. I went there with Walters and Hoskins a
while ago. Didn't Walters tell you about it'?"."I suppose not," Kath said. She lay silent for a while and then went on in a more distant voice, "But it's
still not really the same. I mean, it must be wonderful to have actually been born there ... to know that you were directly descended through all
those generations, right back to when it all began.".believe his cockamamie story about Luki being levitated to the mother ship. The aliens
sometimes abduct.Although he had been only eight years old in 2040, he could remember dearly the excitement caused by the news that a signal
had come in from a spacecraft called the Kuan-yin, which had been launched in 2020, just before the war broke out. The signal had announced that
the Kuan-yin had identified a suitable planet in orbit around Alpha Centauri and was commencing its experiment. The planet was named Chiron,
after one of the centaurs; three other significant planets also discovered by the Kuan-yin in the system of Alpha Centauri were named Pholus,
Nessus, and Eurytion..seemed to have been dammed into a still pool. Saturated by silence, the house brimmed also with an.someone's name gives
you power.restaurant kitchen..In the years since, the instrumentation module had sprouted a collection of ancillary structures which had doubled
its~ size, the original fuel tanks near the tail had vanished to be replaced, apparently, by a bundle of huge metal bottles mounted around the central
portion of the connecting boom, and a new assembly of gigantic windings surrounding a tubular housing now formed the tail, culminating in a
parabolic reaction dish reminiscent of the Mayflower H's main drive, though much smaller because of the Kuan-yin's reduced scale. The
Mayflower H's designers had included docking adapters for the shuttles to mate with the Kuan-yin's ports, and the Chironians had retained the
original pattern in their modifications, so the shuttle would be able to connect without problems.."Who did you live with while she was
hospitalized?".Colman grinned and drank from the glass. "Not quite that bad. But some of them do have pretty funny ideas- or did have, anyway. A
lot of people couldn't imagine that kids brought up by machines could be anything else but . . . 'inhuman,' I guess you'd call it-cold, that kind of
thing.".The major's jaw quivered; his face colored. He could see the throat muscles of the troopers in the background tighten with frustration, but
there was nothing for it. He had his orders. "On your way," he growled. "And don't think you've been so lucky," he warned as the Chironian walked
away. "We've got your face taped. There'll be a next time.".Old Yeller here to take a chunk of meat out of anyone who might try to do you
wrong."."What?" Bobby asked, genuinely surprised by the insult, even though his index finger was still wedged in.embroidered on the left breast,
Leilani entered in a rattle and clatter of steely leg brace, though she had.The FBI doesn't as a matter of habit open negotiations with gunplay, which
means the cowboys must."No. My father just wants to see the gore.".She placed the first-aid kit on the bed, beside her mother's digital camera..me
on the cheek, he'd probably puke up his guts."."I'm not sure. I guess I couldn't have been listening that much.".With his knees drawn up to his chest,
the guy's trying to make himself as small as possible, to avoid.flushing elsewhere in the trailer, she was stricken by the terrible perception that
under Leilani's.With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a
better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind
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him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the
center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an
alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to
get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose
Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the
Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were
ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian
demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were
being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly
had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats.
The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from
the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to
attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the
incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own
way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself..As now, however, she sometimes showered without
removing the brace. Afterward, she'd have to towel.Lesley and the major obviously knew each other. "Brad," Lesley said. "What in hell's
happened? We were expecting a fight."."All covering positions manned and standing by," one of the duty crew sang out from a station inside the
command post..hope.."Sure," Murphy accepted, and they all began walking. On the way, lay explained the problem to his three friends..Apparently
neither as a reply nor as an expression of physical pain, the dancing woman let out a pathetic.their bladders: a longer rest stop than they had
planned. Yet he'll never elude his pursuers if he remains on
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