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? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him;
and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom
and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and
abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and
traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".Then said Azadbekht to him
(and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money
and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast
thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of
benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of
my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should
proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour
profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he
succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the
sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.? ? ? ? ?
My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..7. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar clxix.So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet,
with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to
going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case
was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight!
How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police
dciii.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that
that tells aright. (39).When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will
not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are
extolled and my glory and station rank high..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to
the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace
and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech.
When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was
told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death
unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse
with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding
love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that
which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been
absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered
the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and
told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where
were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis
saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken
Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was
false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is
dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to
cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing
will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us
take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for
her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual
than [that of] any.'.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars
and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and
I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose
hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him
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by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What
counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let
us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them
said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her
father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is
taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be
quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself
Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca
(which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a
youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and
the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any;
whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem
the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head
bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah,
thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions.
What is the cause of this?".Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where
he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them
a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to
the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing
with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad
from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and
Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an
underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how
thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou
Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir
held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that
he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and
[give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the
merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend
and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Then he brought out the
casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he
heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew
that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in
question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and
amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop.
Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of
the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and
tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him.
But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O
company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman
will come to thee.".Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor
dccclxxxvi.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).So he abode in this employ, till he had
sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied
altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take
of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure
of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take
[of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though
thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I
have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and
heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And
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indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he
mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the
hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and
sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle
till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of
their affair]..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent
for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most
High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned
coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat
down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves
dccccxviii.The Eleventh Night of the Month..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her
and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So
Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying,
'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the
Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon
the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and
knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the
truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and
concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake
himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his
intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may
be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.As for the singer, when
his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and
looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the
druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down
and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up
again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now
the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a
thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Enchanted Youth xxi.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came
under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to
be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they
might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day
drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the
lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the
chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings
that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and
drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and
he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences
by the couch, then shut the door and went away..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ?
? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.When the banquet was ended and the
folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the
high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we
have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the
earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the
story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my
neighbourhood.".148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the
place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of
hell and still for mercy bawl!.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to
vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and
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master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with
curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of
gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds
of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the
bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..[When
the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying
good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire
me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the
Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case,
whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive
the trick.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another,
"Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what
deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to
the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this
affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth
that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase
and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the
king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in
the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a
soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the
tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to
his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my
vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King
Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain
from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Queen Es Shubha rejoiced
in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place
and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in
mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.Ten Viziers, The, i.
61.Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed
his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him
and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then
he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he
took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them,
but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let
him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode
rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going
forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but
shall be with worse than he opprest..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered
she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods."
"Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of
those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than
it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled
before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the
folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him,
"Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by
contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the
contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And
he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it
after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer
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and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to
go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant
went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present
themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her
tomb to lie!.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and
cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that
their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either
slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to
her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".A thief of the
thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now
on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him
not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising
it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct
you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and
harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow
and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..?
? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.See, then, O
august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in
God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life
from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue
would be mute.".78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? O
Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..When King Shah Bekht heard his
vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to
him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and
entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those
who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the
dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king
of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..A certain wealthy merchant had a
fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a
carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other
excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but
he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I
will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love,
yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us
adieu..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet
sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I
quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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