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? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the
neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth
she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after
her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself
to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of]
whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be
content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that,
when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how
came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee
was no great matter?'.56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii.
275..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..One day, another of my friends came to me and
said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.'
However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in
the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first
of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence
of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when
we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power
and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.All this while Meimoun's eye
was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou
sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at
him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou
shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh
Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said,
'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest
thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the
ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not
hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return
to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my
worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak.
Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for
thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so
she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady
Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until
they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so
he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the
Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that
thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy
booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my
vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and
my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and
needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of
Yemen.".57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There
is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who
had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's
daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long
is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and
journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and
he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still
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may smell of thee!.Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of
numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of
him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose
rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this
youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who
should serve him..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and
said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and
cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter
had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of
the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was
profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and
affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity
warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me;
after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me,
"May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but
henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.Meanwhile, the wind
carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the
guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him
to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an
exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years
passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and
his affairs prospered..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing
with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a
company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with
him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I
saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as
they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The
men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in
thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that
night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the
wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Presently, her
brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not
aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for
indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may
well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth
to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I
consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so
that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His
bounties.'.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and
ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was
as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to
Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh;
which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart
and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he
put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to
serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of
thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he
arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh,
how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin,
"Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and
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now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am
bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to
drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the
Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure
thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the
Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him,
"Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".63. Haroun
er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he
doth say..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Then said I, "A man cannot well
accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my
dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she
came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the
key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to
her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may
[refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff."
Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..After a few days, his brother
returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is
the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to
him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there
had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the
way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet
for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers,
after she had circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I
resent..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with
thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in
company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said,
"Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he
answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the
lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that
blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth
mine eye doth you contain..When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they
sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I
may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her,
'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not
compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves
before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in
sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on
thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth
and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and
see them all athirst for thy blood?".Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned
the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them,
'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou
Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to
Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered,
'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..When Er
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Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when
he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but],
when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear
unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Then the Khalif went
in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful
changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath
taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she
come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the
Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came,
whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute
and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye,
Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory
over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of
me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this
cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And
Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof
she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he
was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the
largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of
straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat
down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various
kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh
came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while
the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl
told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,'
answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell
backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and
none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Then I
bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and
traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after
which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High;
then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added
Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i.
115..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..155. Hassan of Bassora
and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on
her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My
dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O
elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he
arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she
required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they
ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself,
wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced
therein..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the
volume, the Arabic the page.So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his
master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the
Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when
thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him
and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall
command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer
answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he
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said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round
about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the
Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain
before himself and slept..Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to
drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son,
O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I
repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the
superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.So they wrapped him in the
shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over
him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the
woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper,
'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he
should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house,
he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Old Woman, the Merchant and the King,
The, i. 265..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice
had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him.
When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was
straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein
because of the damsel and the kingship..When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself.
So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must
I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up
to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer
me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down
to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside
them.'.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii.
144..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..? ? ? ? ?
Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and
flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them,
saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.'
So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent
of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will
take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and
dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered
their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls,
high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter
went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a
young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and
indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When
the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided
him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but
her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience
and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,'
O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and
said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance
and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then,"
continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me,
lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up
with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was
passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found
the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow
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go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and
against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he
came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he
caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom
the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and
summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.? ? ? ?
? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..?OF TRUST IN
GOD..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none
other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a
stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But
they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them,
whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him
no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High
and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me,
let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and
forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul
will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not
be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice,
let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover,
neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the
Afrit's Mistress dcii.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.? ? ? ?
? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st
thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was
as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he
assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and
despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair
and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..When the king
heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away
to his house..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him
and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king
caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used
to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!'
And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided
him..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..142. El Asmai and
the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of
thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped
clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and
donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself
went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of
the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186)
'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;'
and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion.
Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon,
"Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a
full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest
of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!"
answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him.
So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked
the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Meanwhile, news was
brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the
about-2-lose-it.pdf
Page 6/11

About 2 Lose It

prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the
prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the
Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return."
Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin
called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed.
This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a
dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed
his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into
another calamity..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of
the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his
household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance
and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old
woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented
the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire,
scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Now
the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the
purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon
the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.'
Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about
them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not
out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and
lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though
but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness
and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him
friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding
company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier,
"is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the
new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall
marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from
her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..Then said he to
them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came
and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the
dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a
liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say
sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him;
and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the
king's son who fell in love with the picture.".? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the
generous are true and trusty still..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they
sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it."
Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name
one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following
verses:.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king,
it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest
midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this
reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling
and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".When the evening evened, the king summoned the
vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of
love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and
repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and
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said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten
(101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with
me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I
bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty
dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters,
the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the
boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk
suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought
God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her
younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and
offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do
thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our
night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be
requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or
attain to thy desire.'.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he
went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went
and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who
came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress
xv.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.Then he gave the cup to the
Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health
abroach.".?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants
said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth
merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her
consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el
Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen
hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to
the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth
more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this
merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to
thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full
moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is
abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle
of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the
parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying,
'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she
would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou
must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men,
and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little
eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.Officer's Story,
The Fifteenth, ii. 190..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..The Twentieth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? How long
will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine,
your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she
bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when
the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading
them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh
by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake
thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".Meanwhile, the youth her
master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and
knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys
followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth,
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met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his
case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for
thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..Now King Azadbekht's wife was big
with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy
as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in
that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can
we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So
they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a
bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with
them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from
thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he,
'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of
them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they
drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us
out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village.
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