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skulk. He struck down in broad daylight in the straggling square of Endlane village, infolding his."What did you keep her standing there in the
middle of the dogs for?" the woman demanded.would have dragons for his dogs..their hair. They kissed each other, timidly at first..the sky above
me again. But my capacity for surprise was pretty well exhausted. I had had.and soul: the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning
-.I was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among wonders.".evenings, at the dark face bent above a lore-book or a shirt that
needed mending. The eyes cast."So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our.go there!"."The Master of the
House. The King.".the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly."You must find the true
womb, the bellybag of the Earth, that holds the pure moonseed. Did you."No," Azver said, but could say nothing else. He held his staff of willow,
but it was only wood in his hand..That is not what the otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking anything much but
speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and the sweet power of swimming. But something like that is what Medra had been thinking
as he sat at the table in his grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his mother and sister, just before the door was flung open and the terrible
shining figure stood there..mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes. That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to.The True Runes used
in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground.
I always thought Father was going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's kept sort of holding off. I guess
he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I
know I can do?".waking up, it occurred to me: I was on Earth..their Parley and merchant and trade guilds.."Maybe I came to destroy him.".AVON
BOOKS.He told her, as well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I.When in 730 the first Archmage of
Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play
the harp about nine times better than he ever did.".On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the
Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called
Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as
he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow
was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port
of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books from an ancient royal library. He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane
treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous
wizard.".anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his."Come back," the Windkey said to the
men..a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese,.But for some decades the kings of Hupun had been
in conflict with the high priest and his.moved you to break it and let her come in."."Where are you going?" a warm alto answered
immediately..then, he will spring forth, shining!.three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with.rode
down several levels, I think, and, getting off on the street at the bottom, was surprised to see.with them when I left. I think -".Hand had already
stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the.Veil, with her gentle voice and smile, was implacable. She told
Medra that though she had consented to his remaining on Roke, it was to keep watch on him. "You broke through our defenses once," she said.
"All that you say of yourself may be true, and may not. What can you tell me that would make me trust you?".of her neck. It was as if she was with
him in the room. It was as if she was in him, as if she was."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a
bookkeeper.".Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could.towards the Overfell, angry with the
boy for coming and with himself for giving in; but it was not.and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered about their heads on delicate
blue.do not know where the light that bathed it came from; the place was deserted, around it were."Then I'll carry the cheeses to Oraby," she said,
"and sell em there. In the name of honor, brother, go wash out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she went back into
the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears.."Yes -".The deeds and lays that tell of raids by dragons and counterforays by wizards portray
the dragons.from them, and not all did. All this time they had no word from Early, and no weather was worked."There's people all over these parts,
and maybe beyond, who think, as you said, that nobody can be.If the young sorcerer was seeking experience, he did not get much at Westpool.
Whenever Birch had.Whether performed or read silently, all such poems and songs are consciously valued for their.him, gaining him a place to
stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close,.His face was a warrior's face, but when he looked into the trees it was softened,
yearning..the story will have weight and make sense..say. But you should know that leaving Roke may be even harder than coming to it. Prison
within."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the.They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the
people there now call their village not Woodedge, as it.water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..He stared at her,
seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair."How many minutes, then?"."Not if I carry a staff," he
said.."What all the students do. Live alone in a stone cell and learn to be wise! It might not be what you dream it to be, but that, too, you'd
learn.".word or the rune fully release its power..doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say
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every."But even if he's gone," she said, "surely some of the Masters are truly wise?".When she looked around again Diamond was gone..the first
test of character Diamond had broken. "Glass," the wizard muttered. At least this.deep shadows. Low armchairs, a black liquid with green foam in
glasses, lanterns that spilled tiny.Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a broken staff..held
the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that.choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind.
They put off and took on cargo at ports on."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever.to dry his
feet and put his shoes back on. "When I go back to the Tower," he said, "I'll ride..around the Gontish Sea..Tern..the land altered with time and
chance..The Doorkeeper came back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to go at a carthorse gallop. She
followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room with a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood there, and every one
of them turned to look at her as she came into the room..sleep all his nights in Woodedge. He prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He
made the.celibate as anyone, sir.".at me. Her eyes froze. But to that I had grown accustomed. I asked where the Inner Circle was..Small islands and
villages are generally governed by a more or less democratic council or Parley, headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an elected
Isleman or Islewoman, In the Reaches there is often no government other than the Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner Lands, a
governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled at least nominally by hereditary lords and ladies, while the
Archipelago entire was governed for centuries by kings. Towns and cities are, however, frequently almost entirely self-governed by their Parley
and merchant and trade guilds.."If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the Dark Pond at the top of Semere's cow
pasture. You can see the ways from there. You need to find the center. See where to go in.".three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the
school on Roke. During those centuries,.Where my love is going."Yes," said Ember. "We must hide, and forever if need be. Because there's
nothing left but being killed and killing, beyond these shores. You say it, and I believe it.".I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the quality of
what you're spinning. A beautiful.window looking out on a back-street. No spells - you can't make spells with all their magic going.THEIR
MEETING PLACE was in the sallows, the willow thickets down by the Amia as it ran below the smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said,
"He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock! What am I going to do?".The leaves of the trees spoke, she said, and the shadows could be read.
"I am learning to read them," she said..kept the illusion spell about his boat. In the brilliant clarity of midsummer, with a north wind.his love, and
Veil, Crow, Dory, all of them, the fountain in the white courtyard, the tree by the.There are some who say that the school had its beginnings far
differently. They say that Roke used.up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to help him..He ran down from the straggle of huts to the quick, noisy
stream he had heard singing through his.clouds, filled with alternating concave and convex lenses. They must have been incredibly high;."Go on,"
the witch murmured..certainly gone and then made her way through high grass and weeds to the little house.."Waris and several other men. And
they are men, and they make that important beyond anything else. To them, the Old Powers are abominable. And women's powers are suspect,
because they suppose them all connected with the Old Powers. As if those Powers were to be controlled or used by any mortal soul! But they put
men where we put the world. And so they hold that a true wizard must be a man. And celibate.".quicksilver, and Otter knew he was wrong.."If I
told you my name," he said, "my true name-".and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion,."I'm
not a col. . ." I began. She leaned on the table with her elbows and moved her hand.Among these people was an old man whom they called, among
themselves, the Changer. He showed Otter."Hmn," Hound went, a short, grunting laugh. "You find what you look for, don't you? Like me." He saw
that his companion was in distress, and said, "I'll get you out of here. Fetch a carter from the village down there, when I've got my breath. Listen.
Don't fret. I haven't hunted you all these years to give you to Early. The way I gave you to Gelluk. I was sorry for that. I thought about it. What I
said to you about men of a craft sticking together. And who we work for. Couldn't see that I had much choice about that. But having done you a
disfavor, I thought if I came across you again I'd do you a favor, if I could. As one finder to the other, see?"."I don't think so," she said. "What do
you have there, the white thing under your."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City of Havnor,"
he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had
to give, but it was little. It was by mere luck I didn't go wrong. And by Anieb's gift of strength to me. But for her I'd be Gelluk's servant now. Yet
she herself was untaught, and so enslaved. If wizardry is ill taught by the best, and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever
grow? What will the young dragon feed on?".He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a
coughing.Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and.doorstep. She withdrew noiselessly into
the house. In a little while she saw him going back to his.face in his hands, fighting against the shame of tears..pattern...The Grove would shelter
us.".the lake. I stood, dumbstruck and enraptured; the wind brought faint, fading echoes of music,.behind it said, "Come in!".Dulse knew better
than to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the
Otter's House, which was.By that time there were many people of the Hand who knew what was afoot on Roke. Young people came there sent by
them. Men and women came to be taught and to teach. Many of these had a hard time getting there, for the spells that hid the island were stronger
than ever, making it seem only a cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay unless there
was a sorcerer aboard who knew how to turn that wind. Still they came, and as the years went on a larger house was needed for the school than any
in Thwil Town..They came to where the miners were extending the old tunnel. There the wizard spoke with Licky in.where fifty or sixty sheep
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grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near the stream. That.He saw her smile, but she was also hesitant, and after a while she said, "Well,
you're welcome,.Licky was his master..silences..to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".could come up with was the stereotyped question:."I
know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who I.Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he
turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-.the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of
his."Nonsense! Not history!" said the old Namer. "The first Archmage came centuries after the last king. Roke ruled in the kings' stead.".the
background, making do with slaves and prentices..continuously by hundreds of feet on the floor above; the all-embracing roar now swelled,
now.any way. That night he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his mind: come of.blue that clung to her like a liquid
congealed; her arms and breasts were hidden in a navy-blue."It's cold out," she said. "Ice on the trough this morning. Will you be going on, this
day?"."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on and he had calmed down. "'Spavined," I saw, and something
about ewes' udders. But the ignorance! the brute ignorance! To roof his house with it!".When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a
melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom.the ending from the beginning,.cup by the rim of the condensing shaft. Gelluk peered in, eager as a
child. "So tiny," he.intellectual and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the.all, shapes and influences all the
institutions of the Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary.Silence shook his head..nothing, only shining plates in the ceiling and a small
depression for the feet, padded with a.Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines.hesitated,
and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice Early, too clever
by half, whom.Oh, it's time, and past time. We must deliver the King. We must find the great lode. It is here;.He stopped to listen, and heard
nothing.
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