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A TREATISE ON THE LAW OF OBLIGATIONS OR CONTRACTS VOLUME 2
On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my
speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these
viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the
victory over them.".God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and
said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath
been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross
me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair,
whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to
me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Then he bade
fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for
thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the
forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution
will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and
who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me,
for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the
while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is
for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and
saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the
Supreme!'.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed
covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never
sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl
with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants
and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to
island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? God
keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Issues of Good and Evil
Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver
the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and
warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his
[former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".Then
they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady
Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy
singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took
the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace
stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? Brother of
En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? My
heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who
married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did
circulate,.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me
still..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them
for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my
lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who
was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted
upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know,
O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of
her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her
presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last
thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.When
the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and
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said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal
counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say
Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire
[now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in
procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who
hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set
up the gibbet..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a
waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed
and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and
its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about
vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs
and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I
am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my
lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily]
for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king
had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth
from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should
be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their
support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess,
and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the
kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed
not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that
which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier
hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have
no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se
he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words
were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity
from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my
honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king,"
answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven
thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and
kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of
luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the
badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his
fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them
many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their
brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were
vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.An if my substance fail, no one there is will
succour me, i. 6..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.? ?
? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..On this wise we abode a
whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was
the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who
giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty
slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou
mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the
time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest
thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her
account]..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let
us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and
take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision
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and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go
thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them
and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and
bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself
before the king.].Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of
the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning
in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been
safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered
him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ?
? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and
giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and
officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and
prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and
lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By
Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30)
brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the
slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My
name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their
names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..Nor," added the
vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than
this and more delightsome.".? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us
communicate..When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any
want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El
Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to
perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is
thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that
my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i.
103..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them]
and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and
seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here
but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round
about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they
brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two
boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52)
replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].Forehead, Of that which is written on
the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So
he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man
and his wasteful heir.".Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water
and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her
sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such
as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with
semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192)
rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of
them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the
flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their
necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..39. Abou
Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment
of ill chances lies in wait!.The Ninth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst
anticipate!.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a
a-treatise-on-the-law-of-obligations-or-contracts-volume-2.pdf
Page 3/10

A Treatise On The Law Of Obligations Or Contracts Volume 2

goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the
cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than
a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was
due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders
thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the
surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of
him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,
whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath
set.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY
HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin,
rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his
face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the
idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the
sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier,
"is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that
which befell between them.".There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he
oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was
wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there
was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood
before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set
out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,'
answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ?
? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El
Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed
time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and
go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So
on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers.
Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he
cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green
Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered
with pearls and jewels..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king
loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was
confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the
love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine
inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of]
one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard
her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the
king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.God keep the days of
love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El
Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by
reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my
friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath
been told to you.".137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource
and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Four sharpers once
plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them
took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The
money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he
might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them
said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst
the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And
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they gave not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..? ? ? ?
? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man
from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after
boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my
own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this
loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took
up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to
occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest
of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a
pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the
bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a
rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did
his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and
went away..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and
vouchsafed him that night's respite..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she
should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up
to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I
found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the
king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the
king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who
should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..The young
man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his
family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the
story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more
magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray
camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the
inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him
and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife
brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and
symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him,
'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that
which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there],
lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come
to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of
his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot,
buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and
hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Then they agreed upon a device between
them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband
Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the
king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast
about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to
enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released
him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened
and he knew not what he should do.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And
the youth said, "O king,.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O
king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will
seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as
he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour]
and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and
when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear
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for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None
shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the
multitude of his troops.'.The Nineteenth Night of the Month..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then the captain looked on her [and she
pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to
her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her
clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the
cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that
the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.When she
had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she
ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand
somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I
hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting
Him, that will my good deed be..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from
mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and
bid my tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.?OF THE
ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and
carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ?
? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish
Fisherman dccccxviii.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and
sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest
that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss."
Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together;
and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from
him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the
young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither
and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with
them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most
delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a
bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and
said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of
money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..After a few days, his brother returned
and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause
of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but
they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had
befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way
a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all
this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after
she had circumvented the Afrit..When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the
two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king
Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the
enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate]
done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an
Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent
Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured
for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token
that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that
thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done
us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated
and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel,
and so peace be on thee!"'.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the
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ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words,
they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying,
'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew
questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there
hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and
said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he
fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And
he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.When it was
the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy
long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?"
The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him,
"Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can
be no forgiveness for thee.".Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on
thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie?
Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that
which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the
superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how
my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he
turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and
officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in
such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out
with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused
carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer
up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered
against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned
her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the
turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the
holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please
God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it
and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had passed..Mariyeh
opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said
to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad
is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following
verses:.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body
wastes amain..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which
the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be
Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi.Sixth Voyage
of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not;
and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it
before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present
on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the
point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a
shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I
counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy
house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the
Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me
therewith.'".The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave
him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to
the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him
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to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of
those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..4. The Three Apples lxviii.Noureddin
thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that
which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they
seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a
bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair
of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud."
And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and
slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the
poet:.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and
sland'rer to use me forebade..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he
arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of
God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the
Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide)
and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in
singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?'
Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid,
'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? O
hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!
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