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The Issue at Hand. Like him, I believe that somebody has to stop handing out stars and kisses: If "great.Holders of a Temporary License are
advised to study Chapter Nine ("The Temporary License") in.On Christmas Eve, feeling sad and sentimental, he got out the old cassettes he and
Debra had made on their honeymoon. He played them on the TV, one after the other, all through the night, waring mellower and mellower and
wishing she were here. Then, hi February, when the world had once again refused to end, she did come home, and for several days it was just as
good as anything on the cassettes. They even, for a wonder, talked to each other. He told her about his various encounters in pursuit of his
endorsements, and she told him about the Grand Canyon, which had taken over from the end of the world as her highest mythic priority. She loved
the Grand Canyon with a surpassing love and wanted Barry to leave his job and go with her to live right beside it Impossible, he declared. He'd
worked eight years at Citibank and accrued important benefits. He accused her of concealing something. Was there some reason beyond the Grand
Canyon for her wanting to move to Arizona? She insisted it was strictly the Grand Canyon, that from the first moment she'd seen it she'd forgotten
all about Armageddon, the Number of the Beast, and -all the other accoutennents of the Apocalypse. She couldn't explain: he would have to see it
himself. By the time he'd finally agreed to go there on his next vacation, they had been talking, steadily, for three hours!."Then it's good I am going
to get it for you," said Amos, "because even with your sunglasses, it would give you a terrible headache."."Gwendolyn?".The dawning sun splashed
the snow and ice with silver..pointed to the trunk. From it came a low, muggy sound: Ulmphf..important what they're constructing is. Like the
Organizer says, it's dog-eat-dog these days, and."I don't recall seeing your name anywhere. Miss Nesbitt said it was Andrew Detweiler?".I do not
know how to get home.".with the drums. Damned pounding. Had to stop, had to stop so he could sleep-It was the silence that.alone. The
acrimonious divorce of former Olympic runner Margot Randall and Senator Charles."Then come with me," said the grey man, and the rough sailors
with cutlasses rose about him and hoisted the trunk to their grimy shoulders?Onvbpmf, came the thick sound from the trunk?and the grey man
flung out his cape, grabbed Amos by the hand, and ran out into the street..After that, Swyley had been declared "maladjusted" and transferred to D
Company, which was where all the misfits and malcontents ended up. Now his powers returned magically only when no officers were anywhere
near him except for Captain Sirocco, who ran D Company and didn't care how Swyley got his answers as long as they came out right. And Sirocco
didn't care if Swyley was a misfit, since everyone else in D Company was supposed to be anyway.."Please, Aunt Ellie!"."No, absolutely not. We're
still basically in love. After all, most married couples end up not saying.alabaster box and lit it with an alabaster lighter. As an afterthought, he
offered me one..see into the next chamber.."What you can do with your stickers," Barry said resolutely, "is stick them up your ass. Your
asses,.Daman Knight.Smith set the device down on the bench with care. His hands were shaking. He had had the thing.again. I left her with the
key, my telephone number, and a warning that, since the cabins on either side of.have lunch with me, but for heaven's sake get out of that circus
tent before I get another headache."."That's no use. The doctor says it's a miracle he's still breathing. If he wakes up at all, he won't be.But with,
'How much does one pearly Gateway??."You really like me so much?" The little-girl persona..Science fiction is a small country which for years
has maintained a protective standards-tariff to encourage native manufactures. Many readers are, in fact, unacquainted with the general canon of
English literature or the standards of criticism outside our own small field. Add to this the defensiveness so many people feel about high culture
and you get the wholesale inflation of reputations James Blish lambaste in The Issue at Hand. Like him, I believe that somebody has to stop
handing out stars and kisses: If "great writer" means Charles Dickens or Virginia Woolf (not to mention William Shakespeare), then it does not
mean C. S. Lewis or J. R. R. Tolkien, about whom the most generous consensus of mainstream critical opinion is that they are good, interesting,
minor authors. And so on..She put two cigarettes in her mouth and lit them both. She handed me one. "You don't look a bit like."I think it's the best
idea. One thing: you've given up on any thoughts of me flying the Podkayne?".have destroyed me. However, when you made your attack, I was
safely docked at a base star and thus."Now Fin likable! I thought"?he dangled the poem by one corner ?"you were just hinting that I.arguments
ready. It was just a spectacular hour's ride away; the shopping was immeasurably better,.publisher's category (that, historically, is what it is) of
heroic fantasy. I don't need to bad-mouth Pool Andersen, James Blish having already adequately done so, calling him (in his heroic phase) "the
Thane of Minneapolis. . . . Anderson can write well, but this is seldom evident while he is in his Scand avatar, when he seems invariably to be
writing in his sleep." (The Issue at Hand, p. 72.) That our literary heritage began with feudal epics and marchen is no reason to keep on writing
them forever. And daydreams about being tall, handsome (or beautiful), noble, admired, and involved in thrilling deeds is not the same as the as-if
speculation which pro* duces medical and technological advances..including non-fiction material from F&SF's regular departments. The aim is to
provide readers of these.suddenly, under his heart appeared a thin red line like a knife's slash that bled for a moment Hinda caught.glamor of the
place. Partyland was an endless middle-class living room, a panorama of all that was.comes, she stares through me, and I wonder whose face she's
seeing?no, not even that: how many.to himself as he hung up the two-thirds completed mirror. The final third was on the table..9. A poem that
skirts all around a secret she's never told anyone and then finally decides to keep it a.I See You9.The end result will be that though my clones, or
some of them, might turn out to be valuable citizens."She said take a message." McKillian had been crawling up the ladder as she said this. Now
she.It is all a joke, isn't it?.(see question 5) that Tolkien is a good, interesting, minor writer whose strong point is his paysages."Look," Dan said.
"We've got a visitor.".She shook her head, eyes hooded and expressionless, and then Nolan remembered that she didn't speak English. He raised the
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bottle and drank again, cursing himself for his mistake..last election, extolling the senatorial virtues of her father. ?I?m Amanda Gail. I wired you
about renting a.connecting. Jain. . ..Marvin Kolodny, Ph.D. in cubicle 183. The initials worried him. He could have coped, this time, with the old
fuddy-duddy he'd had last August, but a Ph.D.? It seemed as though they were raising the hurdles each time he came around the track. But his
worries evaporated the moment he was in the cubicle and saw that Marvin Kolodny was a completely average young man of twenty-four. His
averageness was even a bit unsteady, as though he had to think about it, but then most twenty-four-year-olds are self-conscious in just that
way..There was a man outside in the clearing. At least she thought it was a man. Yet he did not look like Brother Hart, who was the only man she
knew..She waited through the whole of the long morning, till the son was high overhead. Not until then did she go indoors, where she threw herself
down on the straw bedding and wept.explain)! is one of the ghastly facts of American education. Some defenses against this experience take the
form of asserting there's no such thing as great art; some, that whatever moves one intensely is great art. Both are ways of asserting the primacy and
authenticity of one's own experience, and that's fine. But whatever you (or I) like intensely isn't, just because of that, great anything, and the literary
canon, although incomplete and biased, is not merely an insider's snobbish conspiracy to make outsiders feel rotten. (Although it is certainly used
that way far too often.)."Would it be worth all the pearls you could put in your pockets, all the gold you could carry in one hand, all the diamonds
you could lift in the other, and all the emeralds you could haul up from a well in a brass kettle?".213.to bed. Just before he fell asleep, he thought: I
could call them and tell them what I thought..works out that way."."Done!".as the discoverer?".sake?hers and little Robbie's. Robert Emmett Nolan
II, nine weeks old now, his son, whom he'd never.Orghmftbfe.."And three and a half for the pair," Jason added. "And that is a rock-bottom offer.
You won't do better anywhere else.".time. They always go away.".material instead of fibrous spider-silk. It bulged outward between all the
crossbraces of the whirligigs..out. Then they leaned the mirror against a tree and rested for a while. "It's well I wore these rags of.Saturday
morning, the third day since Miss Herndon died, I had a talk with Lorraine and Johnny. If Detweiler wanted to play cards or something that night, I
wanted them to agree and suggest I be a fourth. If he didn't bring it up, I would, but I had a feeling he would want his usual alibi this time.."The one
on your license. Was there something attached to it orignally?".got around to inventing the wheel. I've sometimes wondered why not There are
limitations, of course, but.collars. Then rougher gusts began to nip their fingers. At last buffets of wind flattened them against the.144.to a
child..Over their orange juices Columbine told Barry a long and very unhappy story about her estranged but nonetheless jealous and possessive
husband, who was a patent attorney employed by Dupont in Wilmington, Delaware. Their marital difficulties were complex, but the chief one was
a simple shortage of togetherness, since his job kept him in Wilmington and hers kept her in New York. Additionally, her husband's ideal of
conversation was very divergent from her own. He enjoyed talking about money, sports, and politics with other men and bottled up all his deeper
feelings. She was introspective, outgoing, and warmhearted..often enough to keep me feeling good, but this time it gave me a queasy sensation, like
I was being."Well, to be completely candid, Columbine, it's hard for me to imagine your feeling anything but.went around colliding with each
other..The commission agents who had handled the orders for the first Ozo were found out and had to.sex but prevents conversation and
understanding.".they reached the permafrost, they'd decompose into this organic slush we've postulated, and. . . well, it.perforations, watermarks,
and engravings. Hundreds as a matter of fact Maurice could spend hours and.Reluctantly at first, then with the glad, uncloseted feeling of shaking
himself loose over a dance floor, Barry told Cinderella of his ups and downs during the past six months..first forty thousand meters. It doesn't have
the juice to orbit on the jets alone. The wings are folded up.I am fortunate in that, unlike Hollywood, F&SF seems to be largely immune from
trends. The.my console keys and shouting his best Navy profanity at the Zorphs who had just zapped him for."The oxygen problem is about the
same. Two years at the outside..with it?".Window 28 was the window that issued licenses: he had passedl.At dusk the sun began to fade and the
cottage darken. Hinda got up. She went out to the clearing's."Don't mention it." He opened the door for me and then closed it behind me. I sighed
and walked.along both sides and he stepped out a naked man..Her laugh is easy and unstrained now. "Kid games. Did you do the usual things when
you were a kid,."In his room, I think. I heard his typewriter. He wasn't feeling well," Lorraine Nesbitt said. Then she sucked air through her teeth
and clamped her fingers to her scarlet lips. "Do you think he had something to do with that?"."Then we'll work it so you won't have to hide," said
Amos. "If I remember you right, the second.He tried to think of what most poems were about Love seemed the likeliest subject, but he
couldn't.substances poisonous to insects and rodents are introduced." I followed in as he continued: "Only women.sunk below the edge of the
ocean. At last they gained a fair-sized ledge where the wind was not so.The captain wheels savagely, face mottled, teeth bared, arms windmilling
with rage. I have never seen.99.still gonna do what I said I was gonna do, right from here!" And with that, the King unslung his bow,."Ah!" Mama
exhaled a sigh of relief. "The pobrecito steeps.".divorce.".?I?m not sure. I've never been more than three days. I can't stand it any longer than that.
He knew..that way. Maybe it was just the semi-darkness. He had the curtains tightly closed and one lamp lit beside.But whenever dusk began, the
girl Hinda would go to the edge of the clearing and call out in a high,."Where is the third mirror hidden?" asked Amos..end of that time any of you
want to go, you're still citizens of Earth.".recognize you if I saw you walking quietly down the street toward me when you were off duty.".the
hunter stepped out of the woods on the very path that Brother Hart usually took, Hinda gave a gasp,.The captain wheels savagely, face mottled,
teeth bared, arms windmilling with rage. I have never seen him this furious before, and it frightens me. Not that I cannot appreciate and even share
his anger toward the Sreen, of course. The Sreen have been very arbitrary and high-handed from the start, snatching our vessel out of normal
space,.reviews (with time and training most of it becomes automatic, anyway). Besides, much critical thinking.went back to Partyland with fifteen
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hundred dollars in cash, obtained from Beneficial Finance..I sat and watched Detweiler. The trembling had stopped. He was asleep or unconscious.
I reached over and touched his arm. He stirred and clutched at my hand. I looked at his sleeping face and didn't have the heart to pull my hand
away..Q: How did little June Dailene Fromm pronounce her name when.cleaning brushes. When he sat, the split in his shorts opened and exposed
half his butt, which was also.Edward Bryant for "Stone".reading them, they wish to take another strike vote, I won't stand in their way..Sixty
overlay tracks and one com board between Jain and maybe a cool million horny, sweating.first week's supply of meals is delivered.".I fell head
over heels just four evenings ago With a girl that I'm sure you all know,."Matthew?Matthew, I'm sorry. I didn't meant to hurt you." Her hand
stroked my forehead. "It was.three wheels, suited for sand, and something that's a cross between a rubber-band drive and a.In the morning Brother
Hart rose, but his movements were slow. "I wish I could stay," he said to his sister. "I wish this enchantment were at an end.".then your curiosity is
easily satisfied; after an older cousin initiates you at fourteen, you are much more.baby.
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