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RTUES HABITS AND PUBLIC USEFULNESS OF THE IRISH AND SCOTCH EARLY SE
When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and
Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No
harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with
Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for
we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness,
and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on
three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems,
(151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and
thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God
accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son
viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of
such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till
he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should
come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most
High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and
necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.155. Hassan of
Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant
and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou
repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..Meanwhile,
the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour
availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with
a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them,
and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions
and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me
the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my
son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king,
it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.? ? ? ? ? Deem
not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).The Sixteenth Night of the
Month..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.?OF THE
ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..So El
Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the
half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a
trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself
dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away
[from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she
answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement
makes it lean..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night,"
four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42),
Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only,
(222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have,
therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42)
and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a
fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt
a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art
thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without
tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and
what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the
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daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon
meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and
love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a
gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I
want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man,
"that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a
servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is
unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or
unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk,
for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the
folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ...
?" And she recited the following verses:.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the
morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying,
"Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was
therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my
nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal
to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O
my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with
the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe]
with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her
the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..18.
Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so
that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she
returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a
chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance
of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this
there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three
women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them;
whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his
life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your
lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.87. The
Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto
that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will
levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness
and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and
when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon
Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver
Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,'
and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for
Meimoun's country..WOMEN'S CRAFT..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? g.
The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the
tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself
therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me
and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to
the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship,
and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the
city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I
feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen
aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then
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I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him
to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where
were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis
saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken
Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was
false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is
dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to
cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing
will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us
take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for
her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual
than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and
indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and
wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she
rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing,
know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she
gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind
Man and the Cripple dccccx.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By
Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth
to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a
cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he
cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about
him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save
Zuheir and his vizier..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled
on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not
fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he
was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in
my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.As I sat one
day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my
time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her
and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the
earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace
between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she
replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander
of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her
not."."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul
of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from
them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing;
[wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and
he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his
condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this
city.".164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a
company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's
chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the
king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that
we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us
with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled;
wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Merchant
and his Sons, The, i. 81..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for
fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree
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torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and
he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an
elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear
of sight falls into it..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So
he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of
honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region
aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the
days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah
also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned
over his beauty and grace..By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise
say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it
behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the
king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that
have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king,"
continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and
indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make
me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of
this dispensation]. (168).When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented
himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends
forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to
bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast
them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now
those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik
Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High
for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees;
and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and
seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they
had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.So they
carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those
of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and
made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the
throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and
abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure,
meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the
purity of my intent.".? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims
throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a
goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life
was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when
King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own
country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the
[other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and
gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of
Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to
him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and
ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the
prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers
and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him
and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show,
Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither
happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in
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quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and
bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her;
and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and
the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..My secret is disclosed, the which
I strove to hide, iii. 89..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and
misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked
her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of
secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history
from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy
matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by
avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And
nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as
thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and
contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was
favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".When the two young men
presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like
to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for
that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the
two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he
might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So
they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and
puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..One day as she sang before
the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him
and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May
God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for
this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh.
Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the
like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me
art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love
for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue,
Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred
thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of
them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which
had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the
branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up
came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many
carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne
thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into
the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up
to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I
left him and went away from him..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present
and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his
coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three
days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings,
laid the present before him and gave him the letter..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our
loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.Man and his Fair Wife,
The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank
King's Daughter dccclxiii.This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more
extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story
and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following
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day..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.However, after awhile, one of the
women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus.
Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door
of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at
the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But,
when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me
and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety.
So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.This was
grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El
Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to
him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she
entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine
errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her
salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse
embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her."
Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my
longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the
hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember
me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant
hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up
[her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to
him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the
door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to
the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath
before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of
emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said,
"Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the
time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered
he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment
neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged,
and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.When the
damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself,
when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed
with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the
Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She
answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every
pore..Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king
said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?'
And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question
me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question
thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily,
the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees
and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but
in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is
established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with
her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the
All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to
mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to
her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy
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speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with
thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose
up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them.
Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the
tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and
signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market
and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes
shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke
not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered,
'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the
market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..?STORY OF THE
KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in
torment and dismay..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye?
Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing
shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and
taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at
his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that
he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii.
255..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with
disease infects, of its seductive air..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife
dcccclxiii.One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go
with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and
found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we
entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,'
answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can
they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of
aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May
God not requite thee for me with good!'.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised]
story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.I marvelled at
her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand."
Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's
daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but
by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is
the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the
police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou
question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do
an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go
this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I
say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who
will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and
children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without
inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".It is said that El Mamoun (164)
came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her,
"O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O
Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But
he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and
she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment
and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him.
Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I
went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she
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became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his
kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she
acquainted him with that matter..Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said
to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will
turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert
him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of
those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El
Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to
him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to
vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not
but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now
restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike
she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no
tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined,
iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in
stead..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.Sabir (Abou),
Story of, i. 90..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son,
why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is
urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that
which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and
hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of
peace.".Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and
safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her
mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her
dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed
in her heart..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day
and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he
referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a
barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief!
Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's
Son and the Ogress v.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing
on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said
concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the
Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou
art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that
I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the
markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From
Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following
verses:.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth
upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat
of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he
signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute
and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.The folk took compassion on him and gave him
to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them
not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and
hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King
Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them,
saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They
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laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?'
Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O
youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a
brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik
Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a
day and night, iii. 6.
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