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My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid

said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she,

'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words

could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour,

adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of

those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid

with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and

those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief,

she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who

looked thereon were amazed..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the

stainless sky, unflecked with white;.? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt

well-nigh.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)

'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him

[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed

the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's

son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of

a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with

cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him

wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and

with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had

taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume.

Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life

till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..Then she arose and going in to the king, found

him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed,

O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth

thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and

thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he,

'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware

of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my

mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Then said he to her, 'By

Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou

goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That

from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book

of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original

work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation,

practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being

omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing

widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights,

whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..?

? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.The Eleventh Day..The Second

Night of the Month.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.'

'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and

question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse,

'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night

the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen

thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was

morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and

acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled
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together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said,

'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household,

we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to

them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down,

as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the

king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to

pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both

into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of

nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy

semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its

inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou

sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him;

and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was

straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his

vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and

Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they

came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old

man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el

Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my

lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay

my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if

she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.[When the king

heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all

kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he

adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a

doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of

Damietta make..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.?OF THE APPOINTED

TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ?

a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with

this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy

met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money

lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He

asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the

king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to

his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress

and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there

remained to disuniting Fate,.? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel

still, I pray..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and

colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his

house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter.

So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that

the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented

flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of

burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness,

and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for

passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her

with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her

desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous

man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to

my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I
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shroud.".So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When

Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof,

where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis,

'[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth

wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an

hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..Then

they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for

the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was

distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.So she made

ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of

trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked

with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face

and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case

and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them

with the case]..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did

circulate,.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..NOTE..Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with

various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the

obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building

of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site

and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its

cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow

and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied

themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY

OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with

the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness

of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the

following verses:.Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of

Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king

went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew

him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and

straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..When it

was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and

wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the

hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed

corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them

[in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to

that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou

persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".49. The Man who stole

the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee-

ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under

the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the

belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was

doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow

for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and

seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay

over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These

are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with

them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh

took the lute and sang the following verses:.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her,

'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping
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the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came.

So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the

kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and

saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the

drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a

violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green

'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the

Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from

my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I

come but once a year, and but a little stay..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he

bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he

passed the night and the ensuing day..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he

entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness

of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What

aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What

sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my

desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer

and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas

encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep

and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country

came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the

report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child

dccccxcviii.Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw

her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek

us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the

flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory

and washed..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing

Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the

[stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the

Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By

Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy

pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I

ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I

saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I

said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither,

that I might tell you the news.".When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures,

and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as

'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..? ?

? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen

Purse dcv.Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of

yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.When she had made an end of her song, she

wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat,

so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.On this wise they did three times,

and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still

said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say

nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and

passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his

desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".?THE FIRST

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..48. Haroun Er

Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter
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dcccxxxi.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said

to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king

said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth

me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him

exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads

of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was

used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the

tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124)

So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy

breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This

that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.When the king heard these words,

he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean

to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor

the day they went.Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my

lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and

demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and

the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw

himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of

essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water

upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord,"

answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness

overcame me.".King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed

cur thou art esteemed of me..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate.

Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the

books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to

carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what

time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er

Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest

woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her."

[Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go

forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a

handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance

it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and

one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the

Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that

which befell. (160).Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to

transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the

Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might

assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine,

praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine

(183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied,

Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him

that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting

wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell

a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no

offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue

of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand

dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.

203..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab

encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a
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man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that

might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which

no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her

husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and

this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell

it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.Lo, since the day I left

you, O my masters, iii. 24..Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the

ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea,

and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they

smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and

carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty,

thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered,

even as I was delivered.".When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was

the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than

this..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with

clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that

the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without

the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not

give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to

the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou

wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of

aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that

seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ? ? After

your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..When he was gone, the old man

bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted

food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he

summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and

the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love

him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though

but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land,

abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said

to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the

water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on

diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt

thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.?

? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne

you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It

winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute

and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have

smitten me and done my strength away..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope

draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? I am the

champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for

merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast

solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it

were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and

returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of

the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to

Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the

eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The
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eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the

Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him,

'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking

the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened

the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away,

and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the

Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither

drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then,

is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite

Mehboubeh cccli.They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming

and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place,

till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us,

we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom

belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..End of Volume I..Now, by the

ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of

merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of

brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled

be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves

took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should

rear him..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the

poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he

came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he

reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew

up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and

mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and

heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of

Baghdad.".Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.The Khalif assigned them pensions

and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest

of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children

by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn

sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and

shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared

them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of

the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to

them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath

come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!
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