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His first year in San Francisco was an eventful one for the nation and the world. Winston Churchill, arguably the greatest man of the century thus

far, died. The United States launched the first air strikes against North Vietnam, and Lyndon Johnson raised troop levels to 150,000 in that conflict.

A Soviet cosmonaut was the first to take a space walk outside an orbiting craft. Race riots raged in Watts for five fiery days. The Voting Rights Act

of 1965 was signed into law. Sandy Koufax, a Los Angeles Dodger, pitched a perfect game, in which no hitter reached first base. T. S. Eliot died,

and Junior purchased one of the poet's works through the Book-of-the-Month Club. Other famous people passed away: Stan Laurel, Nat King Cole,

Le Corbusier, Albert Schweitzer, Somerset Maugham.... Indira Gandhi became the first woman prime minister of India, and the Beatles'

inexplicable and annoying success rolled on and on..Into her fevered mind came an image of a milk-glass infant, as translucent as Joey at the back

door of the ambulance. Fearing that this vision meant her child would be stillborn, she said, My baby, but no sound escaped her..She was shaking

and so afraid, not thinking clearly, and for a moment she didn't understand what he meant, what he wanted, and then she saw that the window on

his side of the car was shattered, too, and that the door beyond him was badly torqued, twisted in its frame. Worse, the side of the Pontiac had burst

inward when the pickup plowed into them. With a steel snarl and sheet-metal teeth, it had bitten into Joey, bitten deep, a mechanical shark

swimming out of the wet day, shattering ribs, seeking his warm heart..Alarmed, concerned that his patient's emotional reaction would lead to

racking sobs, which in turn might stimulate abdominal spasms and renewed vomiting, Parkhurst called for a nurse and prescribed the immediate

administration of diazepam..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking one-just one-refreshingly

repellent canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for real art and the vicious emotional whirlpool of despair and

disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope, surrounded by people who seemed to like everything from the

paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent even one day of their lives brooding about the inevitability of

nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and he felt more alone and threatened

than eyeless Samson chained in Gaza..O foolish writer. Now moves. Even in storytime, dreamtime, once-upon-a time, now isn't then.."What

wound? Junior wanted to ask, but he recognized bait when he heard it, and he did not bite... So he calls it the King. If you find him his King, he'll

treat you well. He's often here. Come on, I'll show you. Dog can't track till he's had the scent."."No, the more I think about it, the more it feels like

this is just kids. Some kids goofing around, that's all. I- guess Vanadium got deeper under my skin than I realized, so when this came up, I couldn't

think straight about it.".But he was more than she had ever imagined her boy to be, more than merely a prodigy..Junior didn't care which

explanation was correct. Only one thing mattered: The Bartholomew hunt was at last nearing an end. On Wednesday, December 27, Junior met

Google, the document forger, in a theater, during a matinee of Bonnie and Clyde.."For one thing, jurors might conclude that the authorities never

really suspected you and tried to frame you for murder to conceal their culpability in the poor maintenance of the tower. By far, most of the cops

think you're innocent anyway.".The restaurant wasn't fancy. A coffee shop. Aromatic bacon sizzling, eggs frying. The warm cinnamony smell of

fresh pastries, the bracing scent of strong coffee. Clean, bright surroundings..The container-eye-level at the top, battered, rust-streaked, beaded with

condensation-was larger than some in the alleyway, with a bifurcated lid. Both halves of the lid were already raised..Now, after removing the four

decks of cards from the pressboard packs in which they had come, Jacob lined them up side by side on the scarred maple top of the table..The

universe was vast and Barty small, yet the boy's immortal soul made him as important as galaxies, as important as anything in Creation. This Agnes

believed. She couldn't tolerate life without the conviction that it had meaning and design, though sometimes she felt that she was a sparrow whose

fall had gone unnoticed. Barty sat on the edge of the doctor's desk, legs dangling, holding Red Planet, his place marked by an inserted finger.."I

mean," said Dr. Lipscomb, "that I'm selling my practice and putting an end to my medical career. I wanted you to know.".And had Phimie,

retrieved from death by the resuscitation procedures of the surgical team, repaid Nella's kindness with her own stunning message to

Lipscomb?.During the course of this momentous day, he had employed Zedd learned techniques to channel his hot anger into a red-hot rage. Now,

without any conscious effort on his part, rage grew into molten-white fury..Suitcases seemed to be missing. Some clothes, as well. Could mean a

weekend vacation..Behind them, the door rebounded forcefully from a rubber-tipped stopper and closed with a thud. The lock wasn't engaged,

however, and they might be interrupted momentarily..Tom opened his empty hands and then filled one of them with his water glass. The rattling

ice belied his calm face..Needlepoint, meditation, and even sex had not recently provided him with significant relief of tension. The paintings of

Sklent and the works of Zedd were packed in the van, where he couldn't at the moment take solace from them.."If I had a wife, she wouldn't feel

too lucky. I'm not of the persuasion that wants a wife, dear.".where everyone spoke  a single language and had all the blueberry pies they

needed..As the afternoon waned toward a portentous dusk and toward the gallery reception for Celestina White, Junior prepared his knives and

guns..During the first months, the journeys were eight or ten miles: along the shoreline north and south of Bright Beach, and inland to the desert

beyond the hills. He left home and returned the same day..because even to cry in pain will invite more vicious discipline than the pummeling he's

already endured. His father.daughter's existence. Angel, if that's what she were eventually to be named, lived under a threat as surely as had all the

children of Bethlehem, who'd been slain according to the decree of King Herod. The baby curled one small hand around her aunt's index finger. So

tiny, fragile, she nonetheless gripped with surprising tenacity..In Maria's kitchen, still just four days past Christmas, Agnes let dissolve her stoic
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mask, and wept at last..Barty stood in the rain, surrounded by the rain, pummeled by the rain, with the rain. Saturated grass squished under his

sneakers. The droplets, in their millions, didn't bend-slip-twist magically around his form, didn't hiss into steam a millimeter from his skin. Yet he

remained as dry as baby Moses floating on the river in a mother-made ark of bulrushes..He knocked the pepper shaker on its side, and then with a

groan put it upright once more..Yet in her heart, she wouldn't relinquish hope for a miracle. This was an amazing boy, a prodigy, a boy who could

walk where the rain wasn't, already himself a miracle, and it seemed that anything might happen, that Dr. Chan might suddenly rush into the

waiting room, surgical mask dangling from his neck, face aglow, with news of a spontaneous rejection of the cancer..The doors slid open, and they

rolled Barty corridor to corridor, past the scrub sinks, to a waiting surgical nurse in green cap, mask, and gown. She alone effected his transfer into

the positive pressure of the surgery..Saturday morning, he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed

the day re-creating, again and again, what he'd done at the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..His waitress

was a cutie. She flirted with him, and he knew he could have her if he wanted..When he dared to look in the mirror above the sink, he expected to

see a haggard face, sunken eyes, but the grim experience had left no visible mark. He quickly combed his hair. Indeed, he looked so fine that

women would as usual caress him with their yearning gazes when he made his way back through the gallery..She kicked off her shoes and sat

beside him in bed, with her back against the headboard, still holding his hand. Even though this darkness wasn't as deep as Barty's, Agnes found

that she was better able to control her emotions when she couldn't see him. "I think you must be sad, kiddo. You hide it well, but you must

be.".NOT IN A MOOD to garden, but wearing the proper gloves, Junior clicked on the foyer light, the hall light, the kitchen light, and stepped

around the clubbed-smothered-shot nurse, to the range, where he switched on the right oven, in which an unfinished pot roast was cooling, and the

left oven, in which the dinner plates waited to be warmed. He cranked up a flame again under the pot of water that had been boiling earlier-and

glanced hungrily at the uncooked pasta that Victoria had weighed and set aside,.Because Harrison, with the best of intentions, had not wanted to

open wounds, Cain could walk up to Celestina anywhere, anytime, and she wouldn't know that he might have been her sister's rapist. To her, his

face was that of any stranger..The word diarrhea was inadequate to describe this affliction. In spite of the books he'd read to improve his

vocabulary, Junior could not think of any word sufficiently descriptive and powerful enough to convey his misery and the hideousness of his

ordeal..He and the homicide detective had been friends for almost thirty years, since Max had been a uniformed rookie on the SFPD and Vanadium

had been a young priest freshly assigned to St. Anselmo's Orphanage here in the city. Before choosing police work, Max had contemplated the

priesthood, and perhaps back then he had sensed the cop-to-be in Tom Vanadium.."Please just call me Tom. I've been forcibly retired from the

Oregon State Police, with full disability because of this face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until Enoch Cain is behind bars, where

he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything but a cop, official or not.".Adding new growth to his forest of frustration, Tom got up from the study desk,

fetched the newspaper from the front doorstep, and went to the kitchen to make his morning coffee. He boiled up a pot of strong brew and sat down

at the knotty-pine table with a steaming mug full of black and sugarless solace.."And there's more," said Vinnie Lincoln, as round as Santa Claus

and cherry-cheeked with pleasure at being able to bear these gifts. "The policy contained a double-indemnity clause in the event of death by

accident. The complete tax-free payout is one and a half million."."Not that trains are any better. Look at the Bakersfield crash back in '60. Santa Fe

Chief, out of San Francisco, smashed into an oil-tank truck. Seventeen people crushed, burned in a river of fire.".She slammed it shut before he

could stop her, whether he had intended to stop her or not, and she engaged the deadbolt lock..He had experienced considerable self-revelation

during the past eighteen hours, but of all the new qualities he had discovered in himself, Junior was most proud of the realization that he was such a

profoundly sensitive person. This was an admirable character trait, but it would also be a useful screen behind which to commit whatever ruthless

acts were required in this dangerous new life he'd chosen..Sparky Vox-with less training in theology and philosophy than his guest, but with a

spiritual insight that any overeducated Jesuit would have to admire, even if grudgingly-had settled Vanadium's uneasy conscience. "The problem

with movies and books is they make evil look glamorous, exciting, when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's depressing and it's stupid. Criminals

are all after cheap thrills and easy money, and when they get them, all they want is more of the same, over and over. They're shallow, empty, boring

people who couldn't give you five minutes of interesting conversation if you had the piss-poor luck to be at a party full of them. Maybe some can

be monkey-clever some of the time, but they aren't hardly ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at these fools, because if we don't laugh at

'em, then one way or another, we give 'em respect. If you don't mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him too much or even if you just look at him in

an all-solemn sort of way, then you're paying him more respect than I ever intend to. Another glass of wine?".Jolene started to refill his coffee

mug-then thought better of it. "Maybe you don't need more caffeine, Edom.".Beside her, the passenger's door barked and shrieked as though alive

as though suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of torment that only Agnes could hear in the haunted chambers of her heart..He

got everything he ordered-full value, and more. When he lifted off the top of the bun to squeeze mustard onto the burger, he discovered a shiny

quarter pressed into the half-melted cheese.."Well, it still is to me. But what I've been wondering ... when you talk about all the ways things are ...

is there someplace where you don't have this problem with your eyes?".Barty looked at Angel, and Angel looked at Barty, and they dropped to their

knees on the grass before their daughter. They were both grinning ... and then their grins stiffened a little..Kathleen watched him with obvious

amusement, aware that he was savoring her suspense as much as he was the appetizer..Incredibly, Renee came after him, slinky and seductive,

trying to calm him and lure him back into an embrace..You have the teeth to do it, Junior thought, but he restrained himself from saying it. "This
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can't be a dead end.".Angel, as if in God's own hands, stared with round-eyed wonder at the physician..Needles of rain knitted the air and quickly

embroidered silvery patterns on the blacktop..Suddenly Junior intuited the identity of the man in the chair. Beyond question, this was the

plainclothes police officer with the birthmark..Neddy occupied the entire spacious fourth floor of the house. The third and second floors were each

divided into two apartments, the ground floor into four studio units, all of which he rented out..Those spike-sharp eyes, - tenpenny gray, nailed

Junior to the bed, pinning him for scrutiny..Heart racing, Tom produced another quarter from a pants pocket. For the benefit of the adults, he

performed the proper preparation-a little patter and the ten-finger flimflam-because in magic as in jewelry, every diamond must have the proper

setting if it's to glitter impressively..His mouth was dry when he said to Angel, "Well, it seems pretty magical to me-that flipped-coin trick."."If

you're a dowser, better dowse," said Licky, coming up alongside him and looking sidelong into his face. "And if you're not, you'd better dowse all

the same. That way you'll stay above ground longer.".Agnes got out of bed, switched on the lamp, and tucked Barty in once more. "Say your silent

prayers.".With every step through the long night walk, Paul had considered what he would say, must say, if this encounter ever took place. Now all

his practiced words deserted him..were a favorite pair when he was puttering around the house on weekends. "Oh," he said, "that dog.".His severed

toe lay across the room, on the white tile floor. It stuck up stiffly, nail gleaming, as if the floor were snow and the toe were the only exposed

extremity of a body buried in a drift.."It's an uncommon reaction," the physician acknowledged, "but not so uncommon as to be rare."."I only told

you about that," said Grace, "because it was a very handsome shirt, and I thought you might want to get one for Wally.".Junior continued east,

weaving through the horde, convinced that he could hear the ghost cop's footsteps distinct from the tramping noise made by the legions of the

living, penetrating the grumble and the bleat of traffic. Hollow, the dead man's tread echoed not only in Junior's ears but also through his body, in

his bones..With no clear awareness of having left the guest room, Paul looked down the enclosed stairs..Matching her fierce attention with a sudden

intensity of his own, Joey said, "Bartholomew.".Agnes found this turn of events amazing, amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly

loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower under her care. Although she fully supported Barty's

exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his swift advancement was robbing her of some of

the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..Celestina, Grace, even Tom himself, had taken extraordinary

measures to leave no slightest trail. Those very few authorities who knew how to reach Tom and, through him, the others, were acutely aware that

his whereabouts and phone number must be tightly guarded..Junior assumed the dead girl had come from a family of stature in the Negro

community, which would explain the stonecarver's accelerated service. Vanadium, according to his own words, was a friend of the family;

consequently, the father was most likely a police officer..He snatched up the wine list before she could look at it. "If you're paying, then I'm

ordering whatever costs the most, regardless of what it tastes like."."You look as if you've seen a ghost," said Vinnie, and Agnes wished the threat

were as simple as a restless spirit, groaning and rattling its chains, like Dickens's Marley come to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve..In spite of

the gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment was evident: his clothes and hair were dry as though he'd worn a coat and hood..Paul Damascus

remained busy, filling prescriptions, until he was finally able to take a lunch break at two-thirty..Thereafter, he was repelled at the prospect of

kissing her, and their relationship fell apart..Jacob didn't know how he could ever bear to look at Agnes when she came home from the hospital.

The sorrow in her eyes would kill him as surely as a knife to the heart..When the highway passed through a sunless ravine, he had broken into a

sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren

shrieked to clear traffic ahead, and he felt the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and anguish and confusion and loss.."Cancer," he

said, because that was more tragic and far less suspicious than a fall from a fire tower.."Hasn't the sheriff's department already reached a

determination of accidental death?" Parkhurst asked. "They're good men, good cops, every last one of them," said Vanadiuin, "and if they've got

more pity in them than I do, that's a virtue, not a shortcoming. What could Mr. Cain have taken to make himself vomit?".As a matter of principle,

Junior considered firing the slit-mouthed troll on the spot, but then Magusson said, "You shouldn't be bothered any further by Detective

Vanadium.".The coin stopped turning across his knuckles and, as though with volition of its own, it slipped into the tight curve of his curled

forefinger. With a snap of his thumb, he flipped the quarter into the air..Junior felt unspeakably violated. This was outrageous: the inarguably

personal, very private contents of his stomach, scooped into a plastic evidence bag, without his permission, without even his knowledge..Junior was

reminded of a scene in an old movie, something Naomi wanted to watch, a love story set during the Black Plague: a horse drawn cart rolling

through the medieval streets of London or Paris, the driver ringing a hand bell and crying, "Bring out your dead, bring out your dead!" If

contemporary San Francisco had provided such a convenient service, he wouldn't have had to toss Neddy Gnathic in the Dumpster in the first

place..Although the distance to the ground was only ten feet, she would be risking too much by running blindly off the roof and leaping to clear the

fringe of fire at the edge. A landing on the lawn might end well. But if she fell onto the walkway, she might break a leg or her back, depending on

the angle of impact..In the passenger's seat, Barty was cushioned in his mother's arms. At times, the boy cooed or gurgled, or made a wet chording

sound..Being ruthlessly honest with himself, as always, he acknowledged that killing Tammy would not solve his problem. She might have told

friends and colleagues about the Rolex, just as she had surely shared with her girlfriends the juiciest details about Junior's unequaled lovemaking.

During the two months that he and the cat woman dated, others had heard her call him Eenie. He couldn't kill Tammy and all her friends and

colleagues, at least not on a timely enough schedule to thwart the police..He met her eyes, but at once shifted his gaze to the porch floor again. "I've
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come to say ... how sorry I am, how miserably sorry.".Although her hands were shaking and her knees felt as though they might buckle, Agnes

lifted two pies off the table..In the six weeks since conception, she must have missed at least one menstrual period. She hadn't complained of

morning sickness, but surely she'd experienced it. It was highly unlikely that she'd been unaware of her condition..Of course, Angel might have

been playing around with the talking book. Or, even though she'd left the dolls downstairs, she might have been filling the time until Barty's return

by having a nice chat with Miss Pixie and Miss Velveeta. She had other voices, too, for other dolls, and one for a sock puppet named Smelly..Freed

for the moment from the need to be strong for her sleeping Angel or for Wally, Celestina turned to Tom Vanadium, saw in his gray eyes both the

sorrow of the world and a hope to match her own, saw in his ruined face the promise of triumph over evil, leaned against him for support, and

finally dared to cry..Done with dolls for now, Barty and Angel went upstairs to his room, where the book that talked waited patiently in silence.

With her colored pencils and a large pad of drawing paper, she clambered onto the cushioned window seat. Barty sat up in bed and switched on the

tape player that stood on the nightstand..Throughout Agnes's thirty-three years, strength had often been demanded of her, but never such strength as

was required now to rein in her emotions and to be a rock for Barty. "Don't be scared, honey. I'm here." She took one of his small hands in both of

hers. "I'll be waiting. You'll never be without me.".He considered calling her, but he didn't know what he would say if she answered..By nature, she

was unable to hold fast to resentment, couldn't nurture a grudge, and was incapable of vengeance. She had forgiven even her father, who had put

her through hell for so long, who had blighted the lives of her brothers, and who had killed her mother. Forgiving was not the same as condoning.

Forgiving did not mean that you had to exonerate or forget..Agnes considered describing the sunset to the blinded boy, but her hesitancy settled

into reluctance, and by the time the stars came out, she had said not a word about the day's splendorous final act. For one thing, she worried that her

description would fall far short of the reality, and that with her inadequate words, she might dull Barty's precious memories of sunsets he had seen.

Primarily, however, she failed to remark on the spectacle because she was afraid that to do so would be to remind him of all that he had

lost..Without ceremony or prayer, although with much righteous anger, Junior hoisted the dead musician over the lip of the Dumpster. For a

dreadful moment, his left arm tangled in the loosely cinched belt of the London Fog raincoat. Straining a shrill bleat of anxiety through his

clenched teeth, he desperately shook loose and let go of the body.
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