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? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..Then they returned to
Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair.
Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Now it was the night-season.
So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with
swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going
to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out
upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered
the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its
symmetry and sheen..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I
had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the
vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king
(but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.After this, she abode
with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and
censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing
the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her
chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of
choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and
wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of
crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be
the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and
feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his
gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a
comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell
upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis
addressed themselves to flight..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier,
bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Then he conferred on him a dress of
honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the
tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy
kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time
will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy
desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he
drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the
going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they
busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?"
As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when
she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he
lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and
God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of
womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy
husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him
the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the
woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no
talk but of El Abbas..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made
lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that
of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with
the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of
the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..70. Khusrau
and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and
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for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their
dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready
the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar
went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the
censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while
the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the
Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my
love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and
my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed,
for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art
thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Then they drew up the contract of
marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the
prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul
face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch
as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him.
However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had
the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of
defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and
opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O
dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember
thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89)."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad],
there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as
he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a
goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying,
his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth
concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;'
whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the
names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her,
'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why
didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that
thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no
more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at
the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true
no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without
fear,.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus
till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on
your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the
Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him
somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I
will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what
while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling
the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against
the foe in fight..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his
case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named
to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his
way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he,
'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went
out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord
Jesus.".SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy
love enough have I abyed..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..?Story of King Dadbin and His
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Viziers..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water
wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with
God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there
had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by,
whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of
water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she
had done..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..83.
Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the
like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so
that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Presently, her husband
entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?'
Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he
passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of
his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife.
The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in
order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this
and hasten.'.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went,
as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him
sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither
at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon
the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the
Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath
taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to
do.'.53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..One day, there came a ship and in it a
merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he
acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he
with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and
the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..Relief of God, Of the
Speedy, i. 174..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows.
Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem
Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under
his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S
DAUGHTERS. (154).When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the
hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men
of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.94.
The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of
estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his
Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit,
a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
thereof..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and
sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and
clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to
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Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of
thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward,
after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of
yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and
brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I
will do with you.'.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and
good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and
made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no
thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil]
intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven
with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make
head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill
luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and
how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..When the
evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. They avouch, O king, that.164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of
the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise,
understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty.
The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of
time..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I
went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money
was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this
money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my
horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he
overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done
nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which
hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said
in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of
God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were
dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city
and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he
fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King
Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..Reshid (Er) and
the Barmecides, i. 189..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter,
now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied
Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose
and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif
therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their
hands..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.FIROUZ
AND HIS WIFE (175).Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters;
and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall
you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197)
for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy
handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199)
that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and
the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize
hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues
with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow
and more exalted aye!.? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.So
Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him,
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they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I
am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp."
Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art
thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered
Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand
with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by
himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the
mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the
perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without
fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the
thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought
but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper
and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an
hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses
and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all
this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El
Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for
unto her he sent nothing..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the
understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of
the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police,
who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth
the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said
not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my
lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee
and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the
Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and
sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? l.
The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his
hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting
with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him
sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are
threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to
himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find
it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he
may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the
hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before
whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed:
(209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in
our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never
to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen
to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Sans
fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..So he went out to them
and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto
him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his
army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a
brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath
despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you."
"And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).55. The Ruined Man who became
Rich again through a Dream cccli.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its
margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still
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twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain
and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones
and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls
are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after
which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on
me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of
Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of
Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57)
whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head
bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit
relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with
him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he
looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of
the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily,
Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited
grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the
woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht
heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the
folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape
[us].".They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing
him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an
exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the
treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast
us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'..Presently he
came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So
he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to
him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst
thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And
he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand
dinars..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the
Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and
said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as
having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had
been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger,
and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle,"
answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I
and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for
other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her
presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the
curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My
patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and
sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ?
d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi
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