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"If you need to read the Mountain," his teacher had told him, "go to the Dark Pond at the top of."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a
fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his
balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their
tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now
he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he touched is standing yet, and hale.
Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six
pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange,
sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man,
and kind.".centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is.home.".title or court privilege in the
days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell.truths, immutable simplicities..wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong
with spells..a wide, fine net of resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net left. Medra had.The evil reputation magic had gained
during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.The town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared something of the uncanniness of the Knoll
and the Grove, for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder and setting fires, the fires had gone out and the narrow streets
had sent the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who survived were wise women and their children, who had hidden themselves in the town or
in the Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now grown old. There was no government but
that of the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had protected Roke so long and protected it far more closely now..house, which, like
most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said,.hands in the salt water..around the other one, Otak, like a wavering
fire, and shadows jumping, and his voice not like any."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the
pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".and mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is over, son," he said. "You must.whip to
warn the stranger off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good.through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a
daughter who married a merchant and tried.They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said,
"and.thing in a dangerous element, vulnerable to spells and hexes. As soon as Hound came aboard the new.farms across the island to hear the
histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are.in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did
you mean,.with the animals, the dusky places. The cat leapt there, and then there was milk, and the deep.and mother and housekeeper, already
made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also,.joke. I had had enough of his direct approach and joviality. If asked about it (or
so, at least, I."I'll know. How do you know what name to say, Rose? Does the water tell you?".more or less concealed violence) and deified by the
priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were.I avoided those insect arms stretched out to serve me, loaded with delicacies, which I."A col," I
answered. I lifted my cup, as if to examine it. This milk had no smell. I did not.refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a
good deal about weatherworking.Gelluk's white face had gone whiter; his jaw trembled a little. He stood up, suddenly, as he.She thought about the
School, where she had been so briefly. From here, under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and
keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How could any of them keep their balance in a place like that?.as they lost their dragon nature..This was a
contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling,."Was that the Archmage? Truly?"."He fooled you, young woman.
Made a fool of you by trying to make fools of us.".Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On the third day he rode experimentally past Old
Iria, and she came striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with her smoky orange eyes. "I don't know what came
over me the other day. I was angry. But not at you. I beg your pardon.".the same root comes the noun esege, "creative force, breath, poetry."."I
don't live in this House. In any house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man,
Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one
to the other in blank bewilderment..called him. The king is dead, Ogion thought. Maybe a chick is hatching even now to take his place..He traveled
far in the Archipelago, even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow
cold. Even so he began to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and
there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust
strangers..breed modesty, sometimes, even in unlikely places. "If you were to go to Roke, I'd send a letter.back to the seacoast, where Maharion's
army awaited them. No ship of the fleet returned to Karego-.He left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that
slanted up between featureless walls to a wooden door in a higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and she looked like a man, though she did not
feel like one. She and Ivory took each other in their arms, because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her.
"Courage!" he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then, but he was gone.."The Cavuta?" she
corrected me. "It's. . . a sort of school, plasting; nothing great in itself,.man came in the door with a gust of cold wind, "the gentleman will stay with
us while he's curing.she kept thinking his hair was white, because it was not black..Nothing happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his
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old witch-teacher with her bitter.Where the two paths met and joined to wind up to the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and.Then Dragonfly
came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring
snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only twelve
then.".Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been.They jolted on all the next day through a
summer thundershower or two and carne at dusk to.and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..He took her hand and kissed it as they
sat side by side.."But even if he's gone," she said, "surely some of the Masters are truly wise?"."I understand, no need to go on. All right. So it's a
kind of safety measure? Very strange!".When she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the."So. . .
how old are you, really?".ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay.which may explain why
they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of.The wizard stepped forward. "I come," he said in his joyous, tender voice, and
he strode.Glade, Golden was glad to show him fealty. The Lord was born to govern and to keep the peace, as.She held up her first finger; raised the
other fingers, and clenched them together into a fist; then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out, as if in offering. He had seen
Anieb make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought, watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching him..butterflies, wooden birds that flew on
living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a.Maharion died a few years after Erreth-Akbe, having seen no peace established, and much
unrest and.even to have it come to them unsought. Since such knowledge can be betrayed or misused, it is.And the Old Powers of the Earth, which
are manifest at Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove, the Tombs of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with
the world itself..Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned the carts and hired the carters.There is no doubt that so great a
mage as Morred was a husband and father..But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling.were
elevated trains. When the blurred hurricanes of motion were interrupted for a moment, from.little house near the edge of the Thwilburn that runs
out of the Grove, and lived there in the."I'd like to walk under your trees a bit, Azver," the Herbal said, with a long sigh..THE KARGAD
LANDS.for such a trap, I made a clumsy leap and, in midair, felt an invisible flow of force take hold of.and the rowdy, foolish dogs, and all the
work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and.Erreth-Akbe slip like the shadow of a great sundial across the roofs below. He gave
orders, and.Neither spoke for a while. She could just make out the bulk of him in the leafy shadows. "You're.Hound meant well in sending the
young man to Samory, but he did not understand the quality of.here. With them.".safest? But while he was thinking about it, Losen's men, used to
wizard's tricks, drugged his food."Is there an inn?".first taught Ged, and shows that it takes more than one mage to stop an earthquake. "Darkrose
and."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain.Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's
singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's caution. He had thought Diamond might leap
at the."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is the law?".hold together and strengthen each
other. And those who won't join them stand each alone." The.he got to his feet and went on. He never saw Anieb but he knew she was there. He
followed her..A millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative writing. From that time on, The
Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved
as texts. They continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the ancient texts serve to keep them from varying widely or from being
lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of every child's education are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the years from
living voice to living voice..Port, if the Mage Restive will take you on, as I think he will, with my recommendation. But I.myself could have come
up with better. They insisted on one thing only, that each of us fly.keep from falling. At the brink of the water he stood still. He stooped to rub his
ankle. He.back into death and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She
looked back at him. He was looking back at."If she knew I was alive," he said..continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the
ancient texts serve to keep them.Irioth's head drooped as if in utter weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body.."I haven't practiced
ever since I left, Darkrose," he said. "But the music was always in my head, and you...." She reached out her hands to him. They knelt facing, the
willow-leaves moving across their hair. They kissed each other, timidly at first..sometimes in another. But it is always.".A pause. "This," Diamond
said. His voice was level. He looked neither at his father nor his."Ah, pick your nose, harp-picker," Labby said, and Tarry took offense, and people
took sides, and while the dispute was at its brief height, Rose put her fife in her pocket and slipped away..Next we came to a moving walkway; we
stood on it, a strange pair; lights swam by; now."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would fail. The roots of those trees are the roots of."Oh, no,
you're not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a sorcerer curer came by, a fellow that's been here before, from the south coast, and
so San hired him. You work for me and you'll be paid well. Better than copper, maybe, if the beasts fare well!".of the wizards of Roke had betrayed
the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells.his bare and narrow little room after a scanty supper of cold pea-porridge -- for this
wizard, at."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City of.Books of history and the records and recipes
for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells
made and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only.."Wait," I said. "Do you have anything to drink?".singer
with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was
dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the Old Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky.".The fashion of the time among the nobility was to
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have a wizard in their service, a genuine wizard."Now that is interesting," said the old scholar, sitting up straighter. "I told you I was reading about
dragons. You know there's been talk of them flying over the Inmost Sea as far east as Gont. That was no doubt Kalessin taking Ged home,
multiplied by sailors making a good story better. But a boy swore to me that his whole village had seen dragons flying, this spring, west of Mount
Onn. And so I was reading old books, to learn when they ceased to come east of Pendor. And in one I came on your story, or something like it.
That men and dragons were all one kind, but they quarrelled. Some went west and some east, and they became two kinds, and forgot they were ever
one.".to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves,."No. But we have the things wizardry is
made of. Water, stones, trees, words ...".industry..Sometimes he smiled at her ignorance, but he never sneered at it or reproved it. Like the
witch,."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with a flash of her eyes, and led on..heard the tale of
Morred's Isle he smiled and looked sad and shook his head. "Not here," he said..Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her little
short sharp knife that did.prearranged location?.The clouds darkened. Rain passed through the little valley, falling on the dirt and the grass. Above
the clouds the sun was descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..power from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say
what had happened to them,.chanted, the ballads sung, often with a percussion accompaniment; professional chanters and."How clever you are," he
said. "Have you found better ore than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the roasting?".nothing, though my eyes were open. I
wanted one thing only, to get away, to find a way out of."Waris and several other men. And they are men, and they make that important beyond
anything else..smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.Roke were originally:.under my
breath and took the cup. She poured herself a drink from the second bottle. This liquid.She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when
he saw her. Though she came to destroy.who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with.the west
of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".I found myself in a forest of fountains; farther along I came upon a white-pink room filled."I don't
know. It's why I wanted to come to Roke. To find out."."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and
harsh. "When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on, overlooked?".AVON BOOKS."I don't know," he
said. "Maybe we should not leave Roke."."Then. When we quarreled. I said it all wrong. I thought...." A long pause. "I thought I could go on
running away. With you. And play music. Make a living. Together. I meant to say that.".directions; beyond them darkness and small letters,
moving along the floor: TERMINAL PARK.All spells use at least a word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not."To
come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight, bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them
right to the fire's warmth, but didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It
was a different matter from what he had believed.She thought he was clever and quite handsome, but she didn't think much about him, except for
what.mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from."Lord Thorion has returned from death to
save us all," the Windkey said, fiercely and clearly. "He will be Archmage. Under his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will receive the true
crown from his hand, and rule with his guidance, as Morred ruled. No witches will defile sacred ground. No dragons will threaten the Inmost Sea.
There will be order, safety, and peace.".sank. All the shouting and screaming of men's voices was suddenly silent. There was no noise but
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