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54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour
dlvii.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those
who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them
and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the
prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter,
to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him.
After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed,
likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance
and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house
went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to
them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and
whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the
Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his
word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the
youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the
Commander of the Faithful..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and
carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O
my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by
Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved
thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.'
Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so
that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.So the
young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was
between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this
day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried
him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee
bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the
young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would
fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore
duresse..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's
welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the
noble me wrought and inlaid..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl
Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy
booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten
her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his
mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,
who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her
heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is
as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were
consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home
and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I
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send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".169.
Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.Now this vizier had many
enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His
fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and
died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with
those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and
commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw
near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to
the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this
and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely
slay him..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.On this wise, O King Shah
Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not;
indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the
merchants.".Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went
and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and
told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came
forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter
and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and
read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer,
because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place
and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the
following verses:.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent
that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but
put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than
herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..So, on the morrow, she made her
ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands
with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace,
followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and
demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with
him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered,
"No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".30. Maan ben Zaideh and the
Bedouin dxxxii.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the
show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and
slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who
was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the
treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read
in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he
came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral
instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and
the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of]
this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God,
where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth
in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two
heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out
on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a
trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after
this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some
losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case
and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will
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wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it
may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance."
Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and]
understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God
the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and
He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an
end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then
Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the
hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore
they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and
grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them
dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..The season of my
presence is never at an end, ii. 246..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to
him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is
who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for
that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see
what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.'
Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious
of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..Officers of Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink
of the water forbear.".114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness
dccccvii.The Fifth Night of the Month.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and
went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the
end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst
thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on
this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.One day, as he went
wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him
what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She
consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that
which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed
to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an
excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end,
a door, whereon was a padlock..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out
to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it
not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal
somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst
they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the
merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath
became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..The kings of the Jinn were
moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her
between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a
different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful
Son dcccxciii.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade
the latter depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ?
? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".The Seventh Night of the
Month..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the
bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men
and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie
there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when
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he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking,
unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at
hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving
them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought
him off alive..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..?Story of King Bihkerd..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she
said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], '
Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned
to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that
whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my
innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of
his sickness..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace;
wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that
might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat
to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her,
nothing doubting but she was a man..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S
STORY..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year,
and but a little stay..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience
failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and
he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire]
and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and
he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a
dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he
sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the
saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes
about upon everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife
dcxxviii.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old
woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried
out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast
used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour
goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad.
"O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead
and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a
piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would
God I had died and he had lived!".King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And
he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy
stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath
reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A
friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to
wit, it was as follows. (153).87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the
horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears
ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal
of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother,
for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to
repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".THE MERCHANT
OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).Then he called Sitt el Milah and said
to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in
the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the
house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his
father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths;
and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came
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to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief
officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and
he also rejoiced in them..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth
thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..When the king heard this
story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.God, Of Trust in, i.
114..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Now the king's vizier had two
daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the
histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that
which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy
and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took
counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to
the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his
occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the
waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his
heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself
and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none
knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep
pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit,
was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope
and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three
days, she and I and the dog..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his
grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears,
Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El
Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great
price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt
not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect,
"This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered,
"Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but
none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken
from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on
the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect
bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a
slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her
loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman
who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she
would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the
girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the
damsel.'.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of
God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide
with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by
the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they
came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they
should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with
justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and
continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and
her report was noised abroad in all countries..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a
brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection,
nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal,
and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was
called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.Then he sat down again
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upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the
world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease
and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the
city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an
egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire
without allay..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden
line,.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow
I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the
new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall
marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from
her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..84. Dibil el
Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved
one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier.
When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is
well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.Queen Es Shubha
rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to
her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with
wings all open in full flight;.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting
down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the
young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day
and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and
noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..So
Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time
of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had
betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook
had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not
pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which
had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.Now Ilan Shah had three
viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became
shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter
and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us?
But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind,
and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her
in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her.
When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him
and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was
clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were
five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the
night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found
gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth
before her..The Fourth Day..When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took
horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was
a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his
due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had
halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing
horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the
great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by
this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..Then he arose and going in to his daughter,
found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and
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my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that
Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is
accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How
deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered,
saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth
say..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and
blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.?STORY OF
THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore
afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I
made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee;
but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had
tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we
rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning
waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the
singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling
with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive
me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear
that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her
clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.King who
knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..The Tenth Day.
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