
A Curse Of Ash And Embers

A CURSE OF ASH AND EMBERS
When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of

colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered

against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have

a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said

to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of

thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned

to the young man and told him what had passed..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a

greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair.

(137).Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and

played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the

hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and

he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By

Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his

troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and

took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the

king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed

about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier

and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan

said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only

for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and

an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine

enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with

a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all

that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou

puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it

is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and

repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their

intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and

gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the

shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but

[trusting] in His aid.'.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.87. El

Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one

there is will succour me,.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier,

nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..? ? ? ? ?

e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about

me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him,

"Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under

her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote

together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we

departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And

my branches turn back to it there..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he

committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city

[of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a

widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops

and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother

took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her.

Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away,

nothing doubting but she was a boy..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.125. The Muslim
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Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known

and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered

Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ?

? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.?STORY OF THE

FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master

of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that

which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to

his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him

a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye

have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made

answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of

police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It

is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy

verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to

exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she

gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she

'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..Thereupon they all

dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his

protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they

all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him

and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came

presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El

Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave

him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he]

would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give

himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the

merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend

and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated

it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the

empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went

away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these

clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O

Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him,

'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that

which the Khalif ordered him..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head

and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he

answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am

lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon

breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or

that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those

fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me

to despair..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is

yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought

with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and

precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she

showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like

whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on

them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life
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set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill

of sand, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..? ? ? ? ? e.

Story of the Portress lxvii.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..As for

the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she

bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that

thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the

provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin

and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and

vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the

slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to

the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief,

I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up

came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at

this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his

house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him

of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I

read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets

full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy

and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that

none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance

from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned,

rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread

and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and

solace of life..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him

and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose

and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.Then he

looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to

the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell

me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and

saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene

for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar

and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's

house, full of love for the young Damascene..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..The king read the letter

and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs

must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned

her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the

most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his

sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged

and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)

Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and

she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that

be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to

anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel

(132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah,

who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek

thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there

husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs.

Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of

the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now

hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with
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him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity,

But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange

intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his

Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..57.

Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service

of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a

thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the

boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this

wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he

were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank

with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?"

And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his

daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved

me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of

the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private

with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art

indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from

thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with

any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off

morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and

potash (16) and they washed their hands..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this

day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En

Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my

man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of

you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik,

"What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed

from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own

destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third

of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab

recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..One

day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They

gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the

vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed

with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the

shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and

after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none

belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ?

? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the

messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied

him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the

Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to

him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which

may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him

and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..? ? ? ? ?

Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and

the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..Now there was

before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon

the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done!

Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape,

and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of
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deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or

pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn

with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones

and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling

ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ?

? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How

passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And

far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six

months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a

place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took

them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this

by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every

upright man should with his speech agree..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on

whose brows the morning glitters bright.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with

gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for

the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification

of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden

among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the

pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find

her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall

we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more,

and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is

the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may

avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she

said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his

assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..34. The

City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..As for Firouz,

when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and

he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own.

However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave

him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted

her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king

hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart,"

answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and

she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair

are most featly with jasmine bedight,.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and

went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we

smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See

what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is

from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it

appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the

captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit

(94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath

been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I

knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break

of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her,

and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her

in with him..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the

affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the

turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she
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took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the

turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop

and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest

thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the

turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I

know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of

the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were

thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He

saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore

excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light

knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,'

answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with

thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.[One day],

as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his

head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he

answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we

shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the

Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at

that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..Term, Of the

Appointed, i. 147..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own

house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?'

'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished

his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer

would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200)

and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and

went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house

till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..?Story of the

Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..The Fourteenth Night of the

Month..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no

power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi

said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not

unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And

Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he

answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is

wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him;

what is he?" iii. 42..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving

him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy

father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send

a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this

haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of

the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and

assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he

advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset,

its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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